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O 1 think chere 
388 ard e 


choſe Writers,” ho have ran 
into the oppoſite Extreine; and en- 
d to depreciate and det 
human Reaſon. Neither do 1 
think Revelation in the leaſt dan- 
ger of Xing leſſen d by Reaſon: 
For let what will be urg d in fa- 
vour of the laſt, the firſt will ap- 
pear neceſſary after che moſt ſtrict 
Examination. The following Trea- 
tiſe is an Attempt to ſhew this, 2 
and, as the Author jr ges, I mf de -- 
e Service at ſeaſt. f 
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The p R E F A 0 E. 
In the other Method, howiver 


ſome Objections brought by Infi- 
dels may be (anſwered, there are 


Difficulties in my Opinion not to 
be ſurmounted. It cannot therefore 


be a2 right Method. In this thoſe 


Difficulties are 'remov'd; and 1 


Men little or no Advantage from 


Reaſon at all. View the Scheme 

from beginning to end: Conſider 
the Nature of human Reaſon or 

8 human Faculties duly; what Culti- | 


vation, Opportunity; Leiſure and 


Improvements. they ask; on the 
other hand, —— Diſadvantages, 


_ endleſs Diſadvantages they lie un- 


der: Again obſerve where . ſuch 
. - Cultivation, Oc. are not to be had; 

. how eafily Men are drawn aſtray, 
and rg into the - moſt, contemp- 
2 tible Abſurdities: Add that this was 
the Cale of er World in genetal, 

nf and 


think the Arguments in chis Piece 
are as concluſive, as if you allow 


ne b R EFA CE. 


and i is Matter of Fact; remember 
at the ſame time, that Man muſt - 
be treated as free; that the Excel- 
lence and Perfection of this Crea- 
tion conſiſts in his being a Moral 
Agent; that his Duty or his Reli- 
$10 n muſt not be forc'd upon him, 
but be Matter of his own. Choice, 
and ariſe from the Conviction of | 
his own Judgment: In this view 
the Revelations made in the Old 
and New Teſtament will appear very 
expedient, and very much wanted ; 
and what is more you will ſee hos 5 
they are adapted all along to the 
Nature and Exigencies of Mankind, 
and contriv'd and convey'd in ſach 
manner as is agreeable to theſe ſe- 
veral Conſiderations. 
If an Infidel ſhou'd ask 3 
why God wou'd create Men ſo as 
to ſtand in need of ſuch Aſſiſtance, 


= — him to Dr. * Clark's two Ser- 
3 mons 


5 Seventeen . page 27: 
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I can. * mine own ſelf do nothing : as 
1 7 T judge: and my judgment it 

; becauſe I ſeek not my own Will, 
1 7 the Will of the Father that ſent me, 


DISCOURSE 1. 


. LT s is one Argument, which 

our Lord made uſe of to the 
Few, in order to prove the 
* Truth and Certainty of his Di- 
vine Commiſſion, viz. that he ſought 
i —— TT 
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en erb, 155 Side a e 6050 dg 
vouchſafe it a proper Attention and Con- 
ſideration. For N is there in Nature 
more w an's Obſervation 
than tlie W of 125 Or what is there 
that he ſhould a more deſirous of being 
made fully acqudinted with, than that 
which of all things is to him a matter 
of the utmoſt Concern and Importance? 
This is ſo plain to every Mah thar re- 
flects upon the Works of the great 
Creator, and can thence deduce, 43 he 
naturally muſt do, his infinite Majeſty, 
and Power, and Supremac and his own 
entire Dependence” upon im, that it is 
f needleſs, — * = almoſt abſurd to 
enlarge uf che great Queſtion is; 
Whether Aab ftood in $5 of ſach 
Inſtruction. Some ptetending g that Hu- 
man Reafon alone is fuffleient to teach 
Men their Duty, while others to the 
great diſptragerfiettt of that màifitain with 
no leſs confidence, that human Reaſon |} 
1s. i pry inſufficient, and therefore that 1 
velation is abſolutely FR: fy. Now, 
5 to the Firſt, 1 I think it is plain that hu- 
| man Reaſon muſt be ſufficient to Jet 
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Men cheir Duty, in caſe ie be ſufficiently 
attended to and exercifed by them. For 
we. cannot imagine, that God would 


make Man a moral and free Agent with- 
our Abilities co perform his Duty as fuch. 
And therefore if a Man is Youre 
performance of his Duty, he is 

not able to act up to the Digniry and 
Excellence of that Province, or that 


Station in which Providence has placed 


him, it cannot be owing to any original 
_ natural Defeat, becauſe this canine 


5 to en elſe but the 


Neicher, Secondly, 


do what is not in his Power, or what 
he hath not a diſtin Knowledge of, 
the it is in his Power. And yet Solimon 


tells us, that God made Man upright; 


but he had found out man 


Inventions ; 


and St. Paul that the inviſible Things of 
God are plainly ſeen, even his Eternal 


Godhead, fo that they are without ex- 
cuſe. The leaſt which we can infer 


from which is, that human Reaſon muſt 


. ſufficient to teach Men their — 


in the 


words ths No- 
performance of their Duty be criminal 
or inexcuſable in them, if they wanted 
che proper Powers and Faculties to per- 

form it; for common genſe abundantly 
= evinces that a Man cannot be obliged to 


14 Tie Excellence and Neceſſu ß 
leaſt, fo as they might both know it, 
and perform it in a manner acceptable 


to God. And this ſeems undeniably 


_ ccnfirm'd by St. Peter, Ads x. 34, 35. 
Of a truth, ſays he, I percei ve that: Cod is 
no reſpecter of Perſons, but in ev'ry Nation, 


be that feareth him, and worketh Righte- 
ouſneſs, is accepted of. im. © 
But, Thirdly, tho' God hath given to 


*- { 


Man ſufficient Power to do this; and 


tho' the Faculties with which he hath 
endow'd him are in themſelves moſt ex- 
cellent; yet tis plain, the Uſe and Appli- 
cation and Improvement of em muſt 
certainly depend upon his own Conduct. 
And it is no leſs plain, that withou 

their proper Uſe and Employment and 
Improvement too, they wou'd little avail. 


What is more to the Neglect and Miſap- 


plication and Abuſe of their natural Fa» 3 


culties, we may here add their Humours 
and Paſſions, by which they will | natu- 
rally be hurried, as they immediately were 


into Idolatry, Immorality and Profane- 


neſs. And then one Generation wicked 


in it ſelf, muſt of conſequence make way 
for the greater Corruption and Pravity of 
another. That this was the Caſe of the 
Heathen World is moſt notorious, and 
the Jeu themſelves were not much be- 


hind them. Reaſon therefore being thus 
„ >< <r C4-9 | Eo 7's = abus'd 


+ of a Reuelation. 
abus d or neglected ; and true Religion 
defac'd and obliterated; the Worſhip of 
the Deity perverted; the great Duties of 


. 


on Eo RC ca aa 


Morality miſunderſtood and lighted ; 
and in one word the Face of the preſent 
World being moſt deteſtable, and yet the 

ood Senſe and natural Reaſon of Man- 


| kind when call'd to the trial, till re- 


maining ; how is it poſſible, that a more 


proper Appeal cou'd be made; or a bet- 
ter Argument urged. fot the Truth of our 


Saviour's Divine Commiſſion, than that 


he came to teach and enforce the Will 
of God, or which is the ſame thing, 


that he came to call em from the Er- 
rors they were then in, to the Acknow- 
ledgment and Worſhip of the true God, 


and to the Practice and Obſervation of 


ſuch Rules and Leſſons, as they from 


their own Reaſon muſt own and admire? 
And as this is a ſufficient Reaſon why 
we might expect, as ſome of the wiſer 


Heathens did, that God wou'd interpoſe 
for the recovering of Mankind out of the 


Corruption, into which they were thus 


fallen; ſo what I ſhall obſerve from this 
Text, is, that in caſe a Revelation is ne- 


ceſſary, one certain Mark of the Truth 


and Genuineneſs of it is, If it teacheth 
the Will of God. And to prove and il- 
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a righteous, and good, and wiſe Being, 
they are no leſs agreeable to his Wi 


The Excelleuct and Neceſſity 


luſtrate this Poſition, I ſhall endeavour 
to EP down boſore ”_ 


Frs, What we are to underſtand by 
the Will of Gd. 

Secondly, The great Advantages ari- 

ſing from the Knowledge n. 
ſervation of it. 

1M _—_ That wherever this i is taught 
it is a moſt certain and undeniable 
Argument of the Truth * chat 
Revelation. | 


e Fin, as God is Governor as 
well as Creator of all things, it will be 
very ealy to know always what is his 
Will; becauſe his eee of che 
Creation muſt neceflarily be always agree- 
able to his own Nature and Attributes; 
and becauſe ſuch things muſt neceſſarily 
be pleaſing and ble to him, as are 
agreeable to that Government. 

In the inanimate Creation, things way 
be ſaid to fulfil his Will, when they an- 
fwer the Ends for which they were ori- 
ginally created; and in the moral 
World, when they are ſo conducted, as 
to be conſiſtent wh the Goverarene of 0 


80 . to do the n of God, or 10 
| | teach 


„ @ Revelation. 


teach Men to do the Will of God, is to 
teach them to make their Actions con- 
forrnable to his Attributes; and that is, 


to do always what they apprehend to be 


moſt fit, we. wiſe in thoſe Paten Cr- 


cumſtances. | 
For inſtance: In reſpect of God as his 


Attributes are ſo many Grounds of our 


Worſhip and Adoration; his Power of 


our Fear and Subordination; his Good- 
neſs of our Praiſe; his Mercy of our 


Love; his Kindneſs of our 2 — — ; 
our Admiration, and Truſt, and Depen- 


dence upon Him; ſo the Knowledge and 
"Worſhip of God is a moſt rational Duty, 
and what Men are obliged to, from the 
nature of the thing it ſelf. And therefore 


the —.— of God in reſpect of - himſelf 
Ter that Men worſhip him and 
ms according to the ſeveral grotnge 


and reaſons mentioned. 


In reſpe& of our Fellow- Creatures, as 


Ve cannot but know that God created 
*em to make them happy; the Will of 
God muſt be, that our Behaviour to- 


wards them be always agreeable to this 
End. And therefore as Juſtice, and Truth, 
and Charity, and Peace, and Mercy, do 


in their own nature moſt "> lainly promote 


. and the 9 ns eſe is evidently 


"his Juſtice, and Truth, and Wiſdom of 


ST 


the 


8 The Excellence and Neceſſuty 
the Will of God, and in conſequence 
thereof every Man's ge ih oo ow 
Thus whatever is right and fit to be 
done, either with reſpe& to God or Man 
muſt always be the Will of God. So that 
in this one thing are comprehended all 
the Rules which affect the Behaviour of 
Men; and whatever Beings God hath 
created, the more they know this, and 
the nearer in their Practice they are able 
to approach to it, the more holy they 
muſt be, and conſequently the more they 
muſt derive upon themſelves the Appro- 
bation and Love of their great Sovereign 
Wi and Creator. Not meerly as ſome have 
= _ vainly urged, | becauſe they ſubmit to his 
Is arbitrary Will and Power; but becauſe 
10 buy this means they do what is juſt, what 
is wiſe, what is fit, and what a Being 
of infinite Perfection cannot but require 
according to their Abilities they ſhould 
do, and approve and love them for 
„ . e 5 
God himſelf always acts in this man- 
ner, and for the ſame Reaſon that he 
chooſes to act thus himſelf, he muſt ap- 
prove thoſe that act ſo, or at leaſt thoſe 
that endeavour ſo to act. Infinite Wiſ- 
dom muſt naturally love that moſt which 
comes neareſt to it ſelf, and the ſame may 
be ſaid of the Juſtice, and Veracity, and 
| 5 Mercy, 


N 


Merey, and Goodneſs, and every other 


Attribute in the Divine Nature: 


And this is that eternal and immuta- 
ble Law; which the Infinite Wiſdom of 


the Creator always obſerves, and which 
Man wou'dalways obſer ve, were his Judg- 


ment infallible and his Will -uprighr. 
However, tho Man cannot always be 
ſuppos d to know exactly what is beſt; 
yet when he endeavours to follow this 
Rule to the utmoſt of his power, he 
hath done certainly what God will accept 
and approve. For by following his Rea- 
ſon ſtrictly, and doing what in his Judg- 


ment is beſt, he acts what he may be 


ſure is well pleaſing to God, if he is 
right; and if he is wrong, it is an imper- 
fection, or an infirmity, a fault it cannot 
In a word, to teach Men to do the 
Will of God, is to teach- them what in 


== All caſes, and in all: circumſtances is in 
the whole the beſt, and ficteſt and wiſeſt. 
This is his Will; this is what he muſt 


always inſiſt on; tis thus he expects 
Men ſhou'd exert their Faculties; this is 


* what he wou'd have em aim at, and be 


exercis d about; this is the way to do 


what they ought in all reſpects; and God 


is not more good and gracious to us in 


beſtowing the Faculty of Reaſon upon 


us, 


1 The Emcellence and Neceſſity 
us, than in requiring chat we thou'd 
ane it in this manner. 
Secondly, the great Age; 
My from the 1 and Obſer- 
ene, this are moſt plain, _ © 
Ut is to know the ſeveral Duties 
we owe to God; to underſtand nicely 
_ andexaRtly the ſeveral Relations wwe ſtand 
in with regard to other Men, and how 
as Mann Beings and moral Agents, we 
aught to comport and behave our ſelves | 
an All cafes and circumſtances Whatever. 
And 1 chat is maſter of theſe three | 
is certainly a Man of right *' 
Conduct, and of the N ee Excel- 
dence. 
Firſt, It is to knowGod and be e- 
ral Duties we owe Him. This che 
Gentile World greatly wanted; and fer 
the want of this they worthipped Stocks 
and Stones, and changed the Glory of 
the incorruptible God into the Simili- 
5 f a Calf chat eateth Hay. And 
awhatoan: be more abſurd or ridiculous ? 
What can give us a lower Idea of the 
"Weakneſs of human Nature, than this 
neglect and abuſe of cheir VUnderſtand- 
ings, this total abſence of good Senſe and 
Reaſon? che contrary, to know and 
\worſhip the one eternal, infinite, om- 
* and omaiſcient Gad, is both 
rational 
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rational and honourable. To worſhip 
him in Spirit and in Truth, to act in 

Subordination to his Will, as his Subject; 
and as Creatures endow'd wich proper 


Powers and Faculties to ſtudy to imitate 


his Divine Perfections, to love, honour, 
cording to the ſeveral Grounds which we 
find in the Divine Exiftence. | 


"3 This certainly is in it ſelf moſt excel- 
lent. And when we have thus laid down 


the true Principles of all Piety and Reli- 
gion, and our Notions of the Nature and 
Attributes of the Deity are juſt and true, 


to have our outward Services and external 


Forms correſpondent to the ſound Princi- 
ples and inward Purity of our Religion; to 
obſerve Decency and Order in our out- 
ward Behaviour, Propriety and Juſtneſs 
in our Words and Expreſſions, and in our 
Addreſs and ications, Awe, Solem- 
nity, or Grief, or Humilicy, or Confi- 
dence, or Exultation, as the Nature of 
the Caſe ſhall demand, is moſt rational 
and excellent again. And this is what 
every Man that pretends to teach the 
Will of God, of conſequence teach, 


and what our Saviour hath taught, and 


enjoin'd moſt ſtrictly. And as there is 
nothing which beſpeaks the Dignity and 
Excellence of human Nature, ſo much 


12 De Excellence and MWeceſſuy 
as that Relation which it ſtands: in to 
God, or that it is capable of obeying or 
diſobeying, of pleaſing, or diſpleaſing the 
Deity, that is, capable of underſtanding 
and performiſg Acts of Religion, and 
worſhipping God as we ought to do; ſo 
there is nothing in this World more to be 
admir'd, than when that Religion is in 
this manner not only directed to its right 
Object, but likewiſe pure, and rational, 
and decent, and beautiful, and beneficial. 
This is the firſt Advantage ariſing from 
my PR and Obſervation of God's 
In regard to himſelf ſuch a Man, 
Secondly, obſerves that the ſole Intention 
of the Creator in making him was, that 
he might enjoy the Benefit of the Being 
and Happineſs, the Faculties and Endow- 
ments given him: that to deſtroy theſe 
by Intemperance, or Uncleanneſs, or to 
miſapply, miſuſe them, or to throw them 
away upon Objects unworthy. of em, 
muſt neceſſarily be contrary to the Will 
of the Donor. For this Reaſon, he will 
be ſure, not only to obſerve all ſuch Rules 
as are neceſſary to Self- preſervation, and 
Health, and Happineſs; but to make the 
beſt Uſe and Improvement of his Facul- 
ties; to value em according to their 
own intrinſick Excellence; to make the 
! | Pleaſures 
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God's Will. 5 


eee e <5 
Pleaſures of Senſe yield, and worldly Di- 


vertiſements be ſubſer vient to thoſe of the 
And this is to act like one that is con- 

ſcious of the Excellence of his own Na- 
ture, and ſenſible of the great Attainments 


> 
„ 


it is fitted for, and intended to arrive at. 


This is not only to keep clear from a 


great many Diſtempers which naturally 


accompany, and a great many Miſchiefs 
and Vexations which are the certain Iſſue 


of all Vice, but to keep in a right State 


and Diſpoſition, for the greateſt Enjoy- 
ment of the preſent Life, that is, for the 
right Uſe of all the Powers, and Abili- 


ties, and Faculties of the Mind, in their 
greateſt Perfection. And thus to uſe the 
moſt rational Means to keep the Body in 
Health, and the Mind in its greateſt Vi- 


IF gour; to enjoy ſenſual Pleaſures with a 
= judicious, reſtraining Hand, and to urge 


and thirſt after thoſe which are intellec- 


wal: to admit the firſt with Caution, and 


within their due Bounds and Limits moſt 


FF carefully, but to give a full Indulgence 
x to the other; this again, I ſay, is moſt 
excellent and moſt admirable, - ' 


This. is a ſecond Advantage ariſing 
from the Knowledge and Obſervation of 


* Thridly, 
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' Thirdly, In relation to Men; it will 
certainly be no leſs advantageous, becauſe 
1 oblige every Man to behave him- 


In the fitſt Place, wich Ari&t Juſtice; 
in dhe Second, with Reſpect and 


1 


And with the uttnoſt Charity and Be 


F in the Fhird. 


Firſi, It is wry agg obſerve how gert 
fary Juſtice is the Support of the 
Happineſs: of the World, and that for 


this Reaſon it is fa well guarded by the 
. Eonfciences of Men. And yet the greater 
_ Regard is paid to the Will of God, the | 
ftrictlier will the firſt be obſerved. 80 


that this manifeſtly is the way to make 


Men what they ſhould be, and muſt be, | 


if they are * vuix . righteous, juſt, if 
and true, and faithful, and Honourable wo | 


one another. 


Secondly, And as they muſt ſee, that 


God! is not more concetn'd for one Part 


than another, of the ſame Species; but 

that all are his Works, and the Object = 
of his Care and Providence: They wit 
of , conſequence behave themſelves to - 


very one with Reſpect and Eſteem, and 


with Meekneſs, Candor, and Homility. 
Thirdly, This will ru them to be be- 


nevolent, and compaſſionate, and forbear- 


ing. 


7 8 
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* of the Creator, from his own EN. 
ample. This will oblige em to endea- 
vour to promote the Good of Mankind 
aecording to the Extent of the Power, os 
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en, 
* this they know ad. be. hs 


the Talents given em, and- according to 
che Nature of that Station, or that Sphere 


in which they are ſituated. | 
In ſhort, this will make Men endea- 


vour to hit off all Duties in all Circum- 
ſtances, and to behave themſelves in all 
Caſes as they ſhou d do; that is, to be as 


good 36.35 is e Mar: dead be in 


their preſent Condition. 
Theſt are the Advantages ariſi from 


N aohlcdge and 5 Gods 
he 5 ſuppole 2 ohe Men to be then 


witradied, and to purſue thoſe Inſtructi- 


ons accordingly; muſt we net allow that 


he is vaſtly benefited by it; that he id 


a Perſon of a moſt amiable Character T) | 


e _ Numbers of ſuch Men 


in any Society; muſt it not be granted, 


that they. mak greatly adorn - and ad- 


vance the Happineſs of that Society? 


Suppoſe, laftly, all Men were fo taught; 
can any thing contribute more to the 
Digaity, and Honour, and real Happi- 


neis, and true Glory: of the World in 
1 Vou 


i 
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The Exvellence fond Neceſ ty. 


Vou now ſee what we are to under 


8 by the Will of God, and what are 


the Advantages ariſing from it: Twill 
be eaſy, Thirdly, to prove hence, that in 


à Revelation where this is taught, it muſt 


neceſſarily be a ſtrong Argument of che 


Truth and Certainty of the Revelation. 3 


For what can be more worthy of,” or 


corre _ to the Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs; the Juſtice and Honour of the great 


: Creator, than'that his Subjects 1 ſhou'd be; 
happy in this manner, in a way agree · 


able to their own- rational Nature, and 


His Attributes? To teach this is to con- 
ſult, at once, the greateſt Happineſs of 


Man, and the Glory of God; atid ſhews 


from the ſeveral Ends propos d, that its 
Extraction muſt be divine: For chis is 
what no wicked, no perverſe Being wou'd 
teach, if he cou d. In ſhort, Doctrine 


like this carries with it the Stamp 'and 
Authority of Heaven ; andis in every re- 


ſpect, and in every Character conformable 


to the moral Perfections of the Deity. 
And it is not, in the nature of things, poſ- 
ſible, that greater Satisfaction than this 
(ſo far as it extends) cou d be given to 


the Minds of Men. 


Thus have 1 laben 4 . we are 


to underſtand by the Will of God; the 


183 Advantages ariſin g from the Know: | 
ledge 
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The Ae and Nereſſiy 


be no Argument againſt that which is, 
and may be, proy'd to be the Will of 
the eternal, alwiſe, and EF An 
thor, and Governor of the World. : 
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n an abs is meant 4 1 
Will of God; the great Advantages 


| ariſing from the Knowle Ben: and Obſer- 
vation of his Will; and chirdly, that 
Wherever this is taught, it is a moſt cer- 
tain and undeniable ' Argument . of. the 
Truth of that Revelation. It is a matter 


well worth our pains to know, ſecondly, 
whether this Will of God might have 


been known by Men without the Aſfiſ- 


tance of Revelation, and how far, and in 
What particular Neſpects it was fo. For 


excellent and adyantageoys as the Know- 
ledge and Obſer vation of th > Will of God 


is, tis manifeſt, that if it cou d be known 
without any ſupernarural Aſſiſtance from 


above, b our Saviour's coming into the 


World to teach i it, was ſo far needleſs. 
My Deſign is to examine this Point, both 
as this is a * that will ſatisfy us of 


1 of Faith in e made 7 


e Chriſt; 
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Chriſt; and, as it will, at the ſame time, 
ſhew the great Obligations we are under 
for ſuch Revelation. 

And here I ſhall ventnes. : to Fe in 
: the firſt Place, that tho the Nature and 
Attributes of God are underſtood eaſily 
vy Deduction; tho! the Knowledge of the 

KF wil of God muſt be conſequent there- 
upon, in the ſame way of Deduction; and 
tho every Man, making a right uſe of 
his Faculties, might be thereby enabled 
to act as a good Man, or a rational Being: 
Tho Men have, I ay, natural Powers 
and Abilities to perform this, yet this is 
not ſufficient to ſet aſide the Neceſſity 
and Advantages of a Reyelation. And the 
Truth of this may be made manifeſt, if 
we conſider, 

I. That tho Mankind had ſuch natural 
Powers and Abilities, yet, in fact, they 
never did perform it. 

II. That tho this may be performed i 
by the force of human N only, in 
ſome Particulars; yet, even in thoſe, tis 
neceſſary, that that Reaſon ſhould be 
rightly applyd and improv d to attain | 
ſuch Knowledge; And 5 

III. That tho God's Will might be 
known i in ſome Particulars, yet there are 
others in which it cou'd not be known 
by without the Aſſiſtance of an extraordinary 
it; a ws 8 2 | Reve- 


Bins, 
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The Extellexet and Necefſ ty 
Revelation, and thoſe tos tio leſs rlate- 


rial. 


The Kl of Goes Bxitencs, 1 
obe wou'd imagine, ſhou'd be afmeſt the | 


ffrß chirp that 4 rarienal Being thou'd be 


convinc d of: becauſe if he ever enquites, 


wherice: this World, in the Order, and 


Beauty, and Petfection in whith it tow 
ears; carme into Being? And again, 
how himfelf came into Being, furnih'd, | 


in alt reſpects, with every t thitng tieceffaty 
fort the Enjoy 9 
The Anſwer wuſt be, This intiſt be W- 


went and Preſervation of h:? 


ing to a fupetior afld intelligent Cauſe, 


td bome Beitg chat is the Aüther 6f al! 


Mien, that have been Ty up in 


things. And if He adheres t6 this Confi- 


| eration; he muft haturälly arribg at What 


the Learned have always inferr' d, the ne- 
Fiſtener and Eternity of the great 
Creator, But becauſe this; tho! & 5 1 


and have ſeen, #fid been taught to er. 3 
amine, what 6ther Mei of Parts and Ap- 
plicatiots have writ, and thereby to triake 
rite and regular ö 


n Aiffchlt watter; yer wia ce 5008 l | 


der human Navi as it really 18, How 3 


| when we cohfder this; we hall Ale it 
io great wonder, chav they q 


l in making ſuch Dedudtions; and ch- 
ting into ſueh Chains: of Reaſoning: .= 


= 4 | Rovelation.". 


not adhere to it in lack manner. Fer 


tho Men have in them the excellent Fa- 


culties and Abilities mention'd, yet tis 
poſſible, they may feldom or never make 
uſe of theſe Faculties, in this way.; and 


provided they were inclin'd ſo to uſe em, 


t we find how Boe eh the preſent Ob- 
ae of che World, how much neoeſſary 


attract and enflave 
they would ſcarce be able to indulge that 


Inclination. Acegordingly we find, 1 


the very prime Principle of all Roli 


and all Vertue and Happinefs on wr 
| was, for want of ſuch Deliberation, als 


maſt loſt in the very Infancy of the 


World. For it is plain, from the Book of 
Job, that Idolatsy- was crept inco the 


World before Abefes's time. For among 


the many Sins mention'd by Jab, in the 


thirty firſt Chapter, wherein he profeſſes 


his. wn. Integrity, this alſo is fpecified, 
Ver. 26. H] bebeld the fun when it ine, 


on the moon walking 1 Ari gbaneſs © aud 


| and Entertainments avert and 
engage 'em, and how much their Paſſi- 

ons, for row aug N converſant with, 

; ſo that, in truth, 

tis more than odds againſt them, that 


=: 
vis: of this Truth, or that thes did e 


mine heart batb * ſecretly. ie bY and. 


my mouth bath Lied my hand. This alſo 


Were an * to be puniſhed by the 
"03 Juke: 


22 The Excellence and Neceſſity 9 
Fudge: for I ſhould have denied the G 


„„ OL, 3 63.0038 367 
And into what a degree of Stupidity 
they were ſoon ſunk, will appear moſt 
plainly from that remarkable Deſcription 
of the Idolatry of his times, in 1/azab xliv. 
9. and which for this purpoſe I will read 
EEE ER eng Dn any 7 
. They that make a graven image are all | 
of them vanity, and their delectable things 
ſhall not profit, and they are their own wit- 
neſſes, they ſee not, nor know; that they may 
be aſhamed. Wha bath formed a gad, or 
molten a\graven image that is profitable for | 
nothing? Behold all his fellows ſhall be a- 
ſhamed: and the workmen, they are of men: 
let them all be gather'd together, let them 
fland up; yet they ſhall fear, and they 
ſhall be aſhamed together. The ſmith with 
the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fa- 
ſbioneth it with hammers, and worketh it 
with the flrength of his arms: yea; be is 
hungry, and bis ſtrengtb faileth ; he drink- 
erh no water, and is faint, The carpenter 
 firetcheth out his rule: he marketh it out 
quith a line; be fitteth it with planes, and 
be marketh it aut with the compaſs, and 
maketh it after the figure of a man, accord- 
ing to the beauty of a man; that it may 
remain in the houſe. He heweth him down 
cedars, and taketh the cypreſs and the i, 


Reaſon only ; ſo I dou 
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whith he firengtheneth for . himſelf among 


the trees of the foreſt : be planteth an aſh, 


and the rain doth nouriſh it. Then ſhall it 


be for. a man to burn: off be will take 
theregf and warm himſelf; yea he kindleth 


” 


it and baketh bread, yea he maketh a God 


and wor ſhippert it: be maketh it a graven 
Image, and fa Jer 
eth part thereof in the fire: with part 


thereof he eateth fleſh :. he rofteth roft, and 


is ſatisfied ; yea, he warmeth _ himſelf, and 
faith, Aha, I am warm, I have ſeen the 
fire, and the reſidue thereof be maketh a 


God, even his graven Image: he falleth 
down unto it and worſhippeth. it, and prayeth 
to it, and ſaith deliver me, for thou art my 


This is the account we have from the 
Prophet ; and ſurely nothing was ever 


oy 


more ſenfleſs or ridiculous chan this 


Conduct, and yet ridiculous as it is, it 


moſt certainly prevail'd all the World 


over, excepting only thoſe People whom 
God choſe to be the Leaven of all the 


reſt, and the Repoſitory of the true Wor- 
ſhip, .And as this affords ys but yery poor 
encouragement to rely upon human 

. we ſhall find, 


when we come to examine it, that even 


thoſe very People, notwithſtanding all 


e e "Em; all rhe Wonders 


alleth dawn thereto, He burn- 
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upon tr Mountgins, 


World 3 _ thus loſt ; t 
| themſelves, notwichſlanding all th⸗ x 
had done for em in ſo fignal and retmark- 
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Behold, it is written before u me, 'T l 
not ach Alence, Hy! recompenſe, even recom- = 
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m, your iniguities and 
niguities of your Fathers together 


Of 15 Lord whih Hove 10 75 incenſi 


blaſphemed me 
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the People Gal the 


Jews 


ble a manger, cou'd nor & one EE 


ave ASL 0 


a JETS on pn Eo Ci to wn i Tg 


Gentiles every 18 


culous Notions w 


number and kind W yet 


ſuch as they were, neither lercies, 


nor Judgments, nor Laws — Miracles, 


hich they admitted, even 
in their Religious Worſhip were both in 


bY 
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The Extellence and Meg ry. | 
of all) the grand Abſurdity of em, nor 


any other Method cou d keep the Jews 


wholly: from chem. Which, ſhews, Se.. 


4 condly, N 


That tho the Nature and Attributes 
of God are eaſily e — the Force 
of human Reaſon only, and tho ſome 
Particulars of his Will are alfo eaſily un- 
derſtood in the ſame way; yet even in 


thoſe tis neceſſary, that that Reaſon 


ſhou'd be rightly applied and improv'd 


to attain ſuch Knowledge. 


It appears from matter of Fact, chat 
the Knowledge of the Nature of God, and 


of his Will, was above the common reach : 


of the Bulk of Mankind. Some Notian 


of a ſuperior Being chey muſt have; bur 


they were not able to reaſon about it, fo 
as to adjuſt it. For cou'd they have done 


_ this; it muſt have ef a ſtop to their 
Idolatry and Super | 
adher' d to the Worſhip of God, the ever= 


ition ; and they had 


laſting God as Moſes ſtiles Him. But alas, 


| the Proof of the Exiſtence and Attri- 


butes of the Deity, is not to be underſtood 


bur by arguing in ſome meaſure Syllo- 


giſtically, and making, from proper 


grounds, ſuch and ſuch regular Deduc- 
tions and Inferences. And this is a thing 


_ which, tho very eaſy to thoſe who have 


it ready done to their * was hard; 
mays 


8 


e eee 


nay; impoſſible for Men to hit on with- 


out attending to, and exercifing, and im- 


proving their Reaſon. And how little 
the generality were able to do this, I 


think is moſt plain from the "inſtance 


given in both Jeus and Gentiles; and it 
is no leſs plain, that even in thoſe Coun- 
tries where the true Religion is profeſt, 
tis not owing to this, v/z. that the gene- 
rality are better able to reaſon about this 
point, than the Heathens were; but to 


the Light that is brought in among em 


by Virtue of a Revelation only): 


» 


This is one reaſon why the Knowledge 
of the true Religion cou'd not prevail, 
without the extraordinary interpoſition of 


the divine Providence. Another is Man's 


Averſeneſs to Speculations of this kind, 
their want of Leiſure to attend em, and 
their want of proper Materials and Di- 
rections to go about m. 
It is Man's great Unhappineſs, that be- 

ing a Compound of Body and Spirit, and 


in reſpect of the latter excellent, in 


reſpect to the firſt ſcarce ſuperior to the 


Beaſts that periſh; yet as he is moſt af- 


fected by his Senſes, he is very apt to 


prefer the Pleaſures of the firſt to thoſe 


of the latter, and to admire thoſe things 
which ſtrike the Senſes; but to neglect 


thoſe which are really admirable, the En- 
as i dowments 
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The Eucelleuos and Neceſſity 
dowments of che Ming, and the Exerciſe 
ſtanding. And what firikes 

the Senſes and . appears beautiful, enga- 
ges the Paſiggs; and af courſe will en- 
groſs the Thoughts, and Cares and Stu- 
dies of Men. This is the reaſon why we 
ſee (as in all reaſon we muſt expect ta 
ſee) worldly Splendor, Riches, Dignities, 
and 506 abs. in great Eſteem at the 
bottam of Mens Hearts, and of the 
greateſt weight and authoriey : While the 
other —— the Exgellence of a gaod Un- 
derſtanding and 2 virtuous Mind lie fe- 


eret and unobſery'd; as unworthy of the 


And as almoſt all Men in general are thus 
attacht to the World, what wonder if 


Notice or Obſervation of the World: 


| ſpeculative Notions and religious Senti- 


ſpis d and lighted? Add the Divertiſe- 


gels ro Speculsfians of this kind; upon 
% Lives and; * 10 attend 


ments and abſtruſe Reaſonings are de- 


ments, and ä and Pleaſures of 
Life, which are utter Enemies to ſedate 


thinking. And how. much Men are in- 


diſpos d K way by: Solicirude and Buſi- 
nels, hy Ambicign and: Avariee, to the 
utter Excluſign - 12 Contempt of the 


other; I need not lay, Again, 


Suppoſe that Men had nor this 3 


account naw nam' d; yet their want 


ſuch 
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5 ds, — Wpedgent 18 de eos 
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vary fell part ot uus World ars fo 
vided $9, that" they tiave ever tithe” Wy 
ſpare — their gceeffiry Empleh ments. 
Fe Cares that are to be taken, and the 
POV that tft be made, and Wien 
no more than even good Oeconômy de- 
münds, will not adfit of nice Specùlati- 
GI, refitied Reaſdnitigs, and artful De- 
duchens. 80 that if 'rrue Reli Fort, Lay 
never to be kfiown' and eſtabl 
Men, till the greateft part how b able 
to trace it out fer chemfelves in this Han- 
ner, it Hack never beer known or eff 
bliſhed at all. Beſides; to — — 
ſieet about ſuch things: # 
ation is abſolutely: yd po res ne 19 
a thing which oft is de be has" hier 
very bf that are ſo Rappy a8 to enjoy it, 
maße 2 due "of 887 whit miny ff 
Want of better natural Parte ade bega 
6; and which h& Maſt ef Mankind iv 
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The Excellence and Neceſſity 
Avocations z true Knowledge wou d ſtill 
ſuffer for want of proper Materials and 

Directions. For it does not appear that 
I iterature ever pointed out the right way, 

1 uſeful it might be in other re- 
ſpects. Men there were that valued them 
elves . much upon their great Attain- 
ments and their ſuperior Underſtanding, 
who were till no better than Heathens; 
and whoſe Wiſdom and Learning in the 
main was abſurd and vain, becauſe they 
wanted jw * is the ground and founda- 
tion of all true Wiſdom, the Knowledge 
and Fear of God. And even thoſe (che 

| Jews, I mean) who were train d up in 
this Knowledge, abus d and perverted it; 
notwithſtanding the many ways it was 
inculcated upon em. And what wou'd 
they have done then, had er never had | 
any Revelation at all? 5 
his brings me to che Third thing 1 
propos d, diz. That tho God's Wal 
might be. known i in ſome Particulars, yet 
there are others in which it cou'd nor be 
known, without the Aſſiſtance of an ex- 
ö traordinary Revelation, and 000 too no 
leſs material. ; 
But this being what. will take more time 
chan can now be allow'd, ſhall be there- 
fore way'd till another Opportunity: in 
che mean time let us lay together Mat: 


_ a Revelation.” r 


4 


bus? been ſaid, and make a fair a d regu- | 


lar Deduction from it. 


And firſt, tis plain the . World 


(che Jews only. excepted) was idolatrous 


and profane to the utmoſt degree; the 


eus themſelves were hardly reſtrain'd 
om this Vice, by all Methods that God 
us'd on purpoſe, to reſtrain em. The 
| Knowledge and Worſhip of the one God, 
is no otherwiſe: to be kept up among. 
Men, without a particular Reyelation,, 


31 


on purpoſe, than by their being convinc cd 


of the Reaſonableneſs of it: This Men, 

were never convinc d of from the uſe, of, 
their own natural Reaſon - or Speculation. 
only. Nor is it to be expected that Men 
ſhou d be ſo, becauſe of their Averſeneſs 
to ſuch Speculations, their Love of ſen- 


ſual Pleaſures, and of the Amuſements 


and Dive n in Life: the Buſineſs, 
Avocations, and Neceſſities they are ſub- 
ject to; the Paſſions by which they are 


prompted, and the Objects by which they 5 


are engaged; "the Diffculty of reaſoning: 
and thinking aright, and the want of 


proper Education, and proper Materials 


do aſſiſt em, and proper Teachers to direct 
em; and laſtly. the want of the Know- 


ledge of the right way, which, notwith=. 


| ſtanding all the Advantages . they..cou'd 
Polly have, 1 caſily Elcape. them. 
Lay: 
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: Mah,” and the Glory of God; a 1 ; 


therefore one muſt conelude the Good- 


neſs and Wiſdom of God qu d teach 


Mankind; this wherever it is found muſt 
certainly be from God; and we have 


ſufficient, Reaſon to be fatishied with i It, 


oſe to teach it, and that without him 


due had never kndwn it, at leaſt never if 
ſo excellent a manner. 


And therefore, Secondly; oy ha Advan- | 


rages are ſo great We hereby enjoy: 


this was a thing ſo very neceſſary, — 
vrhich the World had never had without 

him; and as the whole Happineſs and 
Glory of Mankind ate entirely wrapt up 


in this, as tho want of a Revelation Had 
left the World in Idolatry; in Vice, and 


Wickedneſs; Slaves to their own Luſts and 


Paſſions; and ſubject to the deluſion and 
impoſition and malice of evil Spirits; 


and the Conſequence of this had been 


the greateſt Ignorance and the greateſt 
Miſery; and as the Advantages of a Re- 
velation are, on the contrary, the Know- 


ledge of God, his true Religion, and 5 


the conſequence of that Light and 
Underſtanding, Virtue, and Excellence, 


and Honour and Happinefs in this Life, 
and Glory and Immortality in thar 
. is to come; lit! 8: caſy to ſee 
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what Obligations we are under to kim 
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; ! Have i — * ths Will of God : 
is, and the Advantages ariſing from 


the Knowledge and Obſervarion of it, 
and ' thence drawn this Concluſion, that 


fo far as this is contained in any Reve- 
lation pretending to be from God, it muſt 


; neceſſarily be a very ſtr Ars ment of 
| nu Truth of e ee. he 4 | 


Thave ſhewin likewiſe that this Knows 


kedge is no otherwiſe to be obtained 


than by regular Deduction and Reaſoning, 
or by a Revelation on purpoſe, and that 
the firſt of theſe ways was not, nor, for 

many Reaſons aſſign d, cou d be ſufficient, 
and cherefore that the latter Method was 
abſolutely neceſſary. I come now to the 


Dur ching propos d which was to ſhew | 
that tho' God's Will might be known 


in ſome particulars, by the force of hu- 
man Reaſon only, yet there are others 
in which it cou'd not be known, as our 
Caſe now is, without the Aſſiſtance of a 
9 and thaſe too no leſs mate. 


*. a K evelation,” . 


tial: 5 1 to make which Point the | 


more Clear I ſhall conſ 


T's 


by 0 Ff place, 1 fit ka 


Reaſon might bear us out in diſco- 


 yering and knowing the divine 
Will. 


7 Secondly, In what particular Inſtances 
it is plainly moſt defective, and then 


7 hirdly, Wherein the Weight and Ne- 


_ ceſlity of the Knowledge 5 choſe 


Particulars conſiſts. 56 


And, Firſt, I am to ſhew how fit "Og 


man Reaſon wou'd bear us out in diſ- 


covering and knowing the divine Will. 

As to the Relations in Life, ſuch as 
the Duties we owe to Father, Husband, 
Brother, Magiſtrate, or Relation, or 
Friend, or Countryman, it muſt be 


doven'd, theſe are no more than what the 
| Dang Reaſon and common Senſe of 


Mankind do moſt plainly dictate. And 


there is no doubt, cou d the generality of 


the World be prevail'd upon to educate 


their Children according to ſuch Light, 
they might be made Maſters of ſuch 


Propriety of Behaviour in all thoſe 


reſpects, as wou'd evidently ſhew that 
Man by nature is capable of great Excel- | 
___ and Attainments. And it muſt 

F E111; 
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The Excellence and Neceſſity 


further-be allow'd to the great honour of 


human Underſtanding; that all the grand 


Principles of natural Religion have been 


_ prov'd:and demonſtrated by the Aſſiſtance 


of good: Literature; and that reveal'd 


Religion / hath not only been confirm'd 
by the help of Arts and Sciences, and 


the uſe of good Books and knowledge of | : 
the learned Languages; but alſo by addi- 


tional Lights, and thoſe too derived from 


the Acuteneſs and Obſervations, and In- 
ventions of Mankind. To deny that Men 
are capable of this, were to deny that 
Godharth given em ſuch Faculties as he 

really has, and what is matter of fact. 


And if we cou d ſurvey the many and 


great Advantages of a learned Education, 


where it is properly / made uſe of; and 


not only ſo, but to what extent the Saga- 


eity of ſome Men of great Genius and 


ſublime Characters reach; it muſt neceſ- 


ſarily raiſe our Opinion of the Power 


and Excellence of human Nature, and 


convince us that the Faculties and En- 


dowments which God has given to Man 
when properly us'd, are moſt glorious 
and amazing. But then it muſt be conſi- 
der'd that there are very few of thoſe 


very Men; and there are much fewer, 


——— 4 : bs 1 . 
who both have it in their Power and In- 
clination to exert and apply thoſe Ta- 


4 Revelanon. 


lents aright; and that there are ill 


fewer, who, tho' they do apply and exert 

their Talents, are not perverted by ſome 
evil Paſſion, or Prejudice or other. As 
for the Multitude, they are much more 


govern'd by their Inſtincts than by their 
Reaſon. However this was entirely the 


Caſe of the Heathens: their Learning 


and their Philoſophy ſhew the Excel- 
lence and the Strength of human Na- 


ture, and its Corruption too. For ſtill in 


their performances we find oftentimes the 


groſsneſs of Ignorance, and, where they 


talk the moſt clearly, ſome grand Blot 


and Imperfection; but none at all with- 
© out flaws and errors, that are inexcuſable 


to us who live under the Light of the 


Goſpel, This is evident from the Wri- 
tings of the moſt Learned amongſt them: 


Thoſe who ſhone our in an ignorant 


World, as if they had been intended to 


enlighten and conduct all the reſt; even 


In their Writings. is there this mixture of 


what is falſe with what is true, of what 


is vitious with what is virtuous, and of 
what is profane, and wicked, and ſuper- 
ſtitious, with what is pious, and good, 
and rational, and wiſe: And if it be rea- 
ſonable to conclude what might be done, 
from what was done, this is the Caſe : 
Thus far human Reaſon cou'd go in dif- 
„„ 3 5 covering 
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L The Excellence and Neceſſity 
covering the Will of the Deity and no 
farther, The Philoſophers themſelves 
cou'd not make it out or teach it, but in- 
termixt their o. Conceits, and Fancies, 
und Opinions, with that little Light of 


common Senſe and natural Reaſon, which 


they cou'd not but have, and were as 
; contentious about them, as if they had 
been the moſt perfect Wiſdom in the 
World. And if Fi ch was the Wiſdom' of 
the Wiſe, what muſt be the condition of 
the illiterate and unthinking Multi- 
r WEN, 
__ Tis plain, therefore, if true Religion 
was in it ſelf neceſſary both with regard 
to the Glory of the Creator, and the true 
Happineſs of Man; that ſomething more 
muſt be done for the Propagation of the 
Knowledge of it, and for the Support of 
that Knowledge, than what either the 
pou ſenſe of mankind in general, or the 
wiſdom and acuteneſs of the Learned in 
particular cou'd effect: Something that 
might convey it clearly, and with Autho- 
rity, and its Purity, without any mixture 
of human Frailty and Corruption, with- 
out any of the Errors, and falſe Conclu- 
ons, and weak neee of fallible and 


paſſionate Men. And it cannot (without 
great F be 4 75 at God 
Would leave a thing of ſo great weight 


35 and 


7 a Revelation, - 


Men, notwithſtanding the uncertainty of 
their Judgments about it, the perverſe- 
neſs and corruption of their Wills and 


Inclinations, and in one word their utter 


| Inability to compleat and eſtabliſh it. 80 
that tho' we allow, that the Duties and 


Offices and Relations in Life were ſome 


of them excellently handled by Heathen 
Writers, and that the Deportment of 


Men according to their Rules were ex- 
cellent and rational, and ſo far what the 
Deity himſelt muſt deſire it ſhou'd 


be; yet this is no Argument againſt 
the neceſſity of a ſtanding Revelation ; 
becauſe this is. not enough, ſomethin 

more perfect and more abſolute is fil 
wanting; e 
cate the whole Will of the great Creator, 
and not leave us at a loſy, while we are 
performing one part, how another ought 


to be performed; ſomething that Hall 


Knowledge of our Duty, and teach us to 
behave our ſelves in relation to God, 
our Neighbour and our ſelves; ſo as no 
Syſtem of Philoſophy ever yet taught, 


nor without an extraordinary Revelation | 


cou'd teach. 
And as the Knowledge of the wiſeſt 


Heathens, and conſequently the Reach of 
_ 4 human 
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that hall communi- 


ive us a clear and diſtin& and full 
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40 The Excellence and Neceſſly | 
human Reaſon, wks defective in ths 
reſpect; ſo, Secondly, there were other 
"Particulars, and thoſe too no leſs material, 
of which. they had no knowledge at 
The Firſt Inſtance of which is, that 
after Mankind had revolted from the | 
Service of the truf God, and defil'dd 
themſelves with their own Inyentions, 
worſhipping Idols, and corrupting the 
Truth with ridiculous Notions and Ab- 
ſurdities. Having thus, I ſay, once loſt the 
fight of the true Religion; the Recovery 
of it by meer human Means, | ſeems 
utterly impoſſible. For how to wor- 
| tip and addreſs God as he ought to be 
| worſhipped, and in ſuch manner as 
- | wou'd be acceptable to him, was above 
the reach of all the Reaſon, and Saga- 
city, and Philoſophy in the World. 
The Majeſty of Heaven was offended; 
and in this Caſe the utmoſt that meer 
Reaſon cou d ſuggeſt to em was Repen- 


- 


SIO 


| tance and Amendment: but then it 
. cou d not aſſure them, that ſuch Repen- 
| tance cou'd procure an Atonement, or 
| that their Prayers upon ſuch account 


7 


| 5 does the injur'd Juſtice of God re- 
i -mit the Sins ot -Men upon this account 
| pnly; and yet, farther than thig, tis evi- 
! g 3 | - | of =» . Fg oe 28 l dent 


ſhou'd be accepted; for this is not true, 


* 4K 


Fs a . 


1 5 3 3 Reaſon cou'd not * 80 t chat 
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eh muſt be utterly at a how to 


appeaſe the Wrath of God, and to aſ- 
ſure themſelves that it was appeas d, and 


their Addreſſes acceptable. 
Neither, Segegalh, could they ſucceed 


1 better in reſpe& of the chief Object of 


their Prayers: I mean what they ought, 
above all other things, to pray for. Tis 


true natural Senſe might teach them to 


ask of God what they needed, and per- 


haps what was beſt for chem; but it | 


could never have riſen to that height : as 


to inform them to pray, that the Name 


of God might he hallowed; his King- 
dom of univerſal Righteouſneſs come, 
and his Will be done in Earth as it is in 
Heaven: Becauſe Reaſon could not ſee 
that theſe were things intended by the 


eat Creator; nor what was much more 


ikely, that the final Happineſs of Man- 
kind could not be perfected or attain'd, 
till theſe things were brought abour. 
And yet tis certain that theſe make, tho 
not all, yet the chiefeſt, the moſt excel- 
lent, che moſt neceflary, and momentous 


Part of what we either do or can deſire, 
So that if Mankind had been left to 
their own Reaſon only, after they had 


AFRO and loſt FO of the true Reli- 


gion, 5 
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in theſe two grand Points, viz. 


4 The Excellence and Neceſſity 
Sion, tis plain they had been defective 


How to worſhip the Deity as he ought 
to be worſhipped; and what, above all 
other things, agreeably to his Will and 
their own greateſt Happineſs, they ought 
to pray for.” 3 {aj 


1 been leſs bewilder'd, 


as to the chief and grand Con- 


 cernment of this preſent Life. For it is 


not poſſible for human Reaſon only, to 
know what is the true Nature of this 


Life, what the great Creator has intended 


it for; what are its chiefeſt Bleſſings, and 
its Wants and Defects, and what ſhall be 


the End and Concluſion of it. If Men, 

the wiſeſt and moſt learned Men among 
the Heathens, could not aſſure themſelves 
there would be a future State of Happi- 


neſs, but were often ſtagger'd and in 
great doubt about it; how much leſs 
could they imagine, or by what means 


could they diſcover, that this Life was 


only probationary, and that the final Hap- 
pineſs of Man muſt be attained through 


this ? That a Man's greateſt Concernment 


was to fave his Soul, or which is the 
fame thing, by approving himſelf to God 


by a conſtant and reſolute Perſeverance 


in a virtuous Courſe of Life, and a di- 
5 . n 


E 
igent and faithful Watchfulneſs to do his 
Will, to entitle himſelf to his Favour, = 
and thereby to obtain Glory and Happi- 
neſs in another Life? And yet ſince R- 
velation has lefd the way, and diſcover d | 
this to us, tis very eaſy to obſerve, from F' 
various other Reaſons, that ſo it is, and = | 
that ſo it muſt needs be. e 1 
Secur, How material, how neceffary, #74 
cheſe ſeveral Points are, will evidently as 
appear hence: That without the Know- 
ledge of this, the Practice of true Reli- | 
gion, the Manner of addreſſing the Deity. | 
properly and agreeably, the directing thoſe | 
' Addrefles to their true End, and place- | 
ing our chief Concern upon its right Oba _ |} 
ject, had been impracticable and impoſ® | 
ſible; and not only fo, but we muſt have | 
forfeited, at the ſame time, all the Aud. | ] 
vantages which the right Underſtanding 
of theſe: Particulars affords us. They I 
would not have been able to diſtinguiſh | | 
what was pure Religion, from what was 
falſe and corrupt, and of meer human | 
Invention; they could not have had that 
Satisfaction and Confidence in the Pro- 
priety and Acceptableneſs of that Wor- 
ſhip, which they now have; nor could 
they ſo well underſtand the true Uſe and „„ 
End of it; nor could they poſſibly ima: 1 
gine it a thing ſo necellary, and W | 10 
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of their greateſt Care and Solicitude, as 


they now muſt do. The Conſequence of 
which had been, that their Religion muſt 


be very faint and inconſiderable, not on- 
ly intermixt with Error and Superſtition, 


not only impure and improper in many 
reſpects, "rag the whole moſt inſigni- 
| ficanc for want of better Information. 
Tbe Reſult is this: That tho' we allow 
that the diving Will is, in many Reſpects, 
to be known by the Strength of human 
Reaſon only, yet an extraordinary Reve- 
lation is _- , becauſe thoſe Particu- 
lars, which could be known, would na- 
turally be intermixt with Errors, and be- 
__ cauſe there are other Parriculars no leſs - 
neceſſary, that could not be known at all: 


And this being the Caſe, the true Reli- 


gion could not be ſupported by dint of 


Reaſon only, But it was neceſſary that 


God ſhould erect his Standard, and diſ- 
play his Power among Men; that his 
Wonders ſhould bear Teſtimony to the 
Truth: Some Mark muſt be held out, not 
only to be a Guide to them, but to a- 
wWaken and alarm them; ſomething that 
ſhould blaze before their Eyes, and be a 
conſtant Call upon them, to attend it: 
ſomething that ſhould ſtrike upon the 
Senſes and Paſſions of Men; that ſhould 
| proclaim the way before them, and nat 
| EY 8 | leave 
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| leave eons to cheir Reaſon only, when i it 


was a matter of ſo great hazard, whether 
they would uſe it or no, or if they did 
uſe it, whether it would be! in ſuch man- 
ner, as to anſwer their Purpoſe. 

You ſee how how far human Reaſon 
will bear us out, in diſcovering the Will 


of God; in What particular Inſtances it 


is moſt plainly defective; and 


The Neceſſity that thoſe 3 
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| ſhould be known : The Concluſion is, 


that a Revelation, as the Condition of 
Mankind now is, was yy neceſ- 


fary. 


down; the firſt of which is: That as the 


Faculty of Reaſon is in Man the great 


Excellence and Perfection of his Being, 
and in the right uſe of which his Duty 


and Religion muſt originally conſiſt, yet, 


as it is in his Power, as a free Agent, 


either to neglect it, or deviate from it; 


ſo it is eaſy to obſerve the Excellence 
of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, which pro- 
poſes this as its chief and principal End; 

is wholly ſubſervient, and as exactly ac- 
commodated, and adapted to it. It might 


be juſtly objected to, as a thing of no 
Ground or Foundation, had it any other 


W than this to ſtand on; and its 


What remains is, to make ſome uſeful 
| obi vation from what has been laid 
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| might be charged with Folly | 
and Inſignificance, did it either propoſe 
another end, or were it not adapted to it, 
or were it unneceſſary: But where all 


s 


theſe three things, on the contrary, do 
fo plainly concur, he muſt be certainly a 


very weak, or a very bad Man, that can 


_ withſtand their force. And again, 


Secondly, As human — 7 muſt in 
many reſpects want a Supply; and cou d 
not (in the ſinful State Man now is) 
either diſcover how God would reconcile 
himſelf to them, or what, finally, ſhould 


become of them: and yet, as even in 


this Caſe, and with regard to that Reve- 


lation, which God has made of his Will; 
the Evidence is founded upon rational 
Grounds, ſuited. to the Underſtandings 
and Capacities of Men 3 it cannot be de- 
nied but the Chriſtian Faith is a rational 
Scheme, and agreeable to the Nature of 


Man, even, in this reſpect again. The 


doing God's Will, or what is the ſame 


ching, acting according to Reafon and 
Truth, in all reſpects, is the firſt thing 


intended: And when, ſuch, being the 


Fruit of Ignorance, L ſt, Paſſion, evil 
Cuſtom, and Example, this was not ad- 
her d to; God made a particular Revela- 
_tion of his Will, by virtue of which, he, 
endeavours to recal and bind Men more 


ſtrongly 


ſtrongly to it. And laſtly, he hath given 
us the moſt clear Evidence for the Be- 


lief of that Revelation. So that it is not 


poſſible to imagine, how Men ſhould be 


treated in a way that is either more ra- 


tional, or more excellent; that either has 


more Truth in the end, or is better fitted 


to lead Men to it. The Good and Ex- 
cellence of all Religion is there taught; 


it was neceſſary it ſhould be taught, and 
beſides this, there is the ſtrongeſt out- 
ward Teſtimony imaginable, to believe 


it true, provided Men will make uſe of 
their Underſtandings. We may learn, 


 _. Thirdly, How unfair and unjuſt the 
uſe of that Diſtinction betwixt natural 


<4 5 9 0 1 4 
and reveal d Religion is. For, in fact, the 
latter is no more than an Handmaid to 


the former; neceſſary, indeed, becauſe 
the Weakneſs, and Ignorance, and Cor- 


cuption of human Nature have ſo made 
it; but in itſelf no farther neceſſary, than 


as it promotes, and advances, and eſta- 


bliſhes the other. And therefore, I fay, 


it is a very weak Pretence of Quarrel, 
and a very unfair Calumny, to ſay, that 
natural Religion is, indeed, true and de- 
monſtrable; but, reveal'd needleſs: when 
it is plain, that they never were yet ſe- 


1 


Men ; when the firſt is che end of all, 


parated, excepting in the Lives of bad 


and. _ 
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and the latter, entirely ſubſervient to that 
end; adapted to it, and abſolutely. neceſ- 
Fouribiy, We may hence obſerve like- 
wiſe, that inſticuted or reveal'd Religion, 
being prov'd neceſſary arid ſubſervient to 
"natural, it cati be no juſt Argument againſt 
it, that wicked, and paſſionate, and cor- 
rupt Men, let them be of any Denomi- 
nation or Ordet whatever, have (neglect- 
ing the original and chief Deſign) pro- 
ſtituted it to covetous, ambitious, and 
other worldly Views and Purpoſes. Tis 
true, indeed, this may give us a ſtrong 
Inſtance of the great Pravity of human 
Nature, which is ready to abuſe and 
corrupt any thing, however good, or ſa- 
cred, or admirable: but it is no Objecti- 
don to an Inſtitution which has no ſuch 
Intention in it, nor tends, in any reſpect, 
to promote or encourage it. Preferments 
and Riches, and Honoars, Men will ſeek; 
and provided they do it by fair means, 
where is the harm? And, provided they 
go farther and will be wicked, who can 
help it? I am certain, however, that no 
ſenſible Man wou'd think this a ſufficient 
Argument againſt an Inſtitution that pro- 


motes, and has for its end, the true Re- 


ligion of Nature, that tends to make 
Men rational and wife, by the . 
by ; ; | : 8 all p 


: 7 and Obſervation of it, and hereby to give 


Glory to God; and to Man, Dignity and 
Happineſs in this Life, and Bliſs and Im- 
mortality in the Life to come. 

_ Fifthly and laſtly, We may hence ob- 
ſerve the Vanity of that Objection, viz. 
That if a Revelation was neceſſary, it 
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| ſhould have been communicated to all 
People alike. God has given to all, in 


ſuch and ſuch proportion, the Faculty of 
Reaſon, and they are only, originally, ac- 


the true Religion, and great Advantages 
afforded to thoſe who being convinc'd by 


its Evidence, ſhould embrace and practiſe 


it accordingly; yet even thoſe, to whom 


the Light of the Goſpel never. came, 


making a due Senſe of their Reaſon, 
ſhould not want a Title to his Favour. 
The greateſt part of Mankind have had 
this Opportunity, and their Candleſtick 
had not been removed but becauſe. of their 
own Vices and Follies. And as for thoſe 
who have never had the Benefit of this 
Light, and yet have. acted according to 


countable to him for it, Allowances being 
at the fame time made for all the Imper- 
fections and Deficiencies of it: So that 
tho' a Revelation was neceſſary to ſupport. 


2 


the Talents given them, no doubt they 


will have their Share in his Kingdom, 
Where there are many Manſions, So that 
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God thall be finally glorified, in the Ex- 


eellence and Perfection of the Obedience 
of ttue Believers; in due Allowatices 


made to thoſe who were Strangers to his 


: Rivelaion, and yet acted up to the beſt 


Light they had; and in the Puniſhment 


| of thoſe who were refractory, and con- 


tempruous, and wicked: Thus God hath 
thought fit to deal with Mankind, as he 
hach expteſly dechar'd 5; and to do other- 
wife would be abſurd and inconfiſtent, 


even in our ohen eee 


piscounsz Iv. 


N thy theek preeeeding Diſcoutles 1 
habe laid before you he Strength of 


- the Argument eontain'd in theſe Words: 


'The Neceffity of an extraordinary Reve- 


lation to feclaim Men from Idolarry, and 


fix them in the Worſhip of the true 
Go; and the feveral Points which could 
not be diſover d by Reafon only, toge- 
ther with the Nature, the Uſe, and ab- 


folbte Need of the Knowledge of thoſe | 
Partieulars. And fo far as we have gone, 


I BING ume, the ſors} things hs re 
ave 


95 a R eben 


| Have been moſt ele rly diſcuſdd: And 
that it may appear; frofti whit has been 


ſald, that the Chriſtian Religion, intend- 


ing to teach Meri the Knowledge and 
Practiee of God's Will, is in its Inten- 


tion moſt excellent; in relatioh to the 


preſent Condition of Mankind a nebeſſa- 
Thſtitution ; and what both promotes 


the Glory of God, and the Dighity and 


Happineſs of Mankind. 
This, convincing as it is and muſt be 


allow'd to be, may yet be fatther urg d, 
and receive ſtill prlaker Strength from the 
Conſideration, not only of the Weakneſs 


of homah- Reaſon in general, and from 
the want of applying and uſing it, and 


improving it as it ſhould be, but from 


the great Predominance of human Paſſi- 
ons and Appetites, and ſuch too as mani- 
feſtly fall within our own Obſervation. 


The Degeneracy of Mankind is excel- 


lently deſcanted upon by the great Plata, 
and Tully after him ba many fine Ob- 
fervations to the ſame purpoſe. The Fall 
of Man is not only convey'd down to 
us by Revelation, but even e Heathens 
ſeem to have underſtood it:! A ſtrange 
and prodigious Cortyption i is every where 
mention d among their Writers; and 
which gave, originally, that Notion and 
Diſtinction of the Golden and Iron Age. 
:  B 2 Some 
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some learned Men ſuppoſe this to have 
been traditionary, and to have proceeded 
originally from the Jews: but as there is 
no certain Warrant for this, neither is 
there any Neceſſity requiring it. For, cer- | 
\rainly, it is very eaſy to obſerve from the | 
common Practice of Mankind, that their 
Reaſon is weak, and their Paſſions ſtrong; 
that the firſt ſtands i in need of the utmoſt {| 
Aſſiſtance; the other of the utmoſt Re- 
ſtraint and Management. It will be very 
well worth our while, to confider what is 
meant by this Fall of Man: becauſe from 
ſuch. Knowledge we ſhall be the better 
able to judge what Treatment, what Pro- 
cedure was expedient and neceſſary for 
Mankind er 

My Neige is therefore ry ay before 
Jou, DR C1) 


* 
E 


2 Boh. The 3 given of is mat- 
: ter in the Old and New Teſtament. 
- Seemoh, I will ſhew the Agreeableneſs 

af this Account to the preſent State 

G and Circumſtances of, Mankind: = 

ets fond theme cyt | 

1 , Draw. this 'Conclution from | 'J 

it: vis. That this alſo is another 
ſtrong Argument of che eee 
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a Revelation. 
According to the Account we find of 


Man's Fall, and of his Difobedience o 
the divine Command; the Apoſtle like- 


wiſe tells us, that by one man fin enter d 
into the world, Rom. v. 12. And after the 
State of Innocence was thus ended, the 
State of Happineſs attending it, ended 
too, and Man being now become ſinful, 
was in conſequence thereof made mortal, 
and the Sentence of Death was accordingly 
paſs'd upon him. The Scriptures are 


very full and expreſs, that upon this Loſs 


of his Innocence, Man became hugely 
| prone to Vice and Wickedneſs; that his 
very Frame was in ſome meaſure alter'd, 
his Diſpoſition tainted and depraved, his 
Paſſions ſtrengthen'd, his Faculties and 


- Underſtanding weaken'd and impair'd, and 


his Will utterly perverted. And, 


If we conſider how natural it is for 


Men, from a Stare of Virtue and Piety, 


to degenerate into the contrary Extreme; 
and how upon their Revolt from that 


State, they do of courſe become leſs en- 
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amour'd with Virtue and true Wiſdom, 


and conſequently are ſoon chang'd and 


impair'd in their Taſte, and by Miſuſe 
in their Faculties too; this Account muſt 
ſeem very rational. Let the Mind be 


once unbrac'd, and the Iſſue will be Ne- 
glect, Eaſe, Vice and Wickedneſs. If, 


3 there 


. 
2 — 2 ns tad. (= rr — — — — S — 


f Ir ee 


14 


The Excelleuce and Neceſſity 
an no N a State of ſtrict * 
e God thought fit to leave 
on his Revolt, 7 follow his own 
_ Will; and upon his doing ſo, he 
muſt be rational ane but yet weak 


and prone to EY and ſub *. to Paſſions, 


tho' not neceſſaril y wicked and ignorant; 


not hecauſe e wants Faculties, which 


well improv'd and exercis'd might in- 
form him better; but becauſe he wou'd 
ſcarce be indyc'd to make a right uſe of 
them: Tis plain this being the natural 
Conſequence, - Man muſt of courſe: be- 
come a ſinful Creature; one that has 
forfeited his Innocence, and in conſe- 


quence of that become obnoxious to ma- 


ny Infirmities, which otherwiſe he had 


never known, 


This certginly i is the Nature and Con- 


dition of Mankind; they have Faculties 


capable of greaugf Attainments, but at 
the lame time they have many Obſtruc- 


tions, and Impediments, and ſtrong Paſ- 


ae and Humours, and Avocations, that 
ſcarce ſuffer them to make à right 


Uſe of thoſe Faculties. And yet it is 
no Contradiction, no Wonder that God 


ſhould ſuffer them to be (brought | into this 
Condition: becauſe it is poſhble for in- 


finite Power and Wiſdom, even out of 
this ns low as it muſt be, 50 raiſe up 
* 


Fa Revelation. 

great Glory to himſelf, and to his Crea- 
tures Glory and Happineſs without End. 
Whether this 1 was the real 
M e of Adam's Fall, or by this 
Fall no more is to be underſtood, than 
that God, upon Man's Diſobedience, per- 
mitted him to fall into this Condition, 


when otherwiſe, in a State of Innocence, 


he had been both upright and immortal, 
is not material: Tis plain, Man is now 
in a yery depraved and corrupt State, 
and both the Old and New Teſtament af- 
ford us remarkable Deſcriptions of this 
Corruption. Thus, 1 : 


| Mojes, or whoſoever was the Author 


of the Book of Fob, tells us, xv. 16. That 
Man is ahominable and filthy : and that 
be arinketh iniquity like auater: The Pro- 

phet, Jer. xvli. 9. That the heart of man 


#8 decerifiul ahove all things, and deſperately | 
wicked, Eccleſ. ix. 3. That the heart 4 


the ſons of men is full of evil: and matl- 
neſs is in their heart while they ve. And 


| David, P/alm li. 5. That be is ſbapen in 


wickedneſs, and that in fin did bis mother 


* conceive bim. Agrecably to all Which 
= theApoſtle tells us, That the whole world 


lieth in wickedneſs, that all have finned, 
and come ſhort of the glory of God, Rom. 


iii. 23. That the ſcripture bath concluded 
all under fin, Gal. iii. 22. That bow 4 
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perform that which is good, we find not, 
Rom. vii. 18. And this is very fully and 

- pathetically expreſs'd in thoſe Words of 
our Lord, That unit we be born again of 
water and of the ſpirit, we cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, John iii. 5. 
And according to this figurative and 
.hyperbolical Manner of expreſſing Man's 
Proneneſs to Sin, is the ninth Article of 
the Church of England drawn. 
Original Sin ſtandeth not in the fol- 
* lowing of Adam, (as the Pelagians do 
© vainly talk) but it is the Fault and Cor- 
© ruption of the Nature of every Man, that 

+ naturally is engendred of the Offspring 
 / © of Adam, whereby Man is very far gone 
| from original Righteouſneſs, and is of his 

© own Nature inclin'd to Evil: So that 
the Fleſh luſteth always contrary to the 

© Spirit; and therefore every Perſon, born 

into this World, deſerveth God's Wrath 
and Damnation. And this Infection of 

Nature doth remain, yea, even in them 

* that are regenerate, whereby the Luſt of 
© the Fleſh, called in Greek, gporyun capres 
which ſome do expound the Wiſdom, 

 f ſome Senſuality, ſome Affection, ſome #3 
the Deſire of the Fleſh, is not ſubject to 
ma Lav 1 

From theſe Inſtances in the Scriptures, 
and from this Interpretation of them, tis 
eee 3 der 
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very plain, the Weakneſs and Sinfulneſs 
of human Nature muſt be exceedingly 
great. 'Tho' they are not neceſſarily 
wicked, for that would be a Reflexion 


upon the Creator ; their Condition 1s ſuch 


as approaches as near as poſſible to it: 


and whatever the Conſequenres of the 
Fall might be, that their Paſſions are 


| ſtrong and ſcarce governable, their Pre- 
judices almoſt irremoveable, their Igno- 
rance generally deplorable, their Reaſon 
weak and poor, and their Opportunities 
and Means of bettering their Condition 
ſmall, and attended with many Obſtruc- 


tions and Temptations to the contrary, 


is plain and undeniable. This is a true 
Account of the Fall of Man, and brings 
me in the Second Place to conſider, the 


Agreeableneſs of this Account to the pre- 


ſent State and Circumſtances of Man- 
We have the utmoſt Reaſon to be- 


lieve this the true State of Man, if we 
conſider, that he is moſt apparently made 


in the Image and Likeneſs of God. Se- 
condly, that notwithſtanding this original 
Excellence of his Nature, there are moſt 
manifeſt Indications of its being much 
defac'd and ruin'd. For it is plain, Man 


is capable of true Wiſdom, and may re- 


ſemble his Maker in Truth, Juſtice, and 
N | Holi- 
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ee and Merey, and Goodneſs, to 
great Perfection even in this Life, not- 
4 Withſiapging all its diſadvantages. And 
| RF ly ſo, hut it is plain alſo, that the 
true Excellence, and Dignity, and Happi- 
' neſs of his Bri ing eonſiſts therein. So that 
were Mankind to direct their Ambition 
aright, and to ſeek their Harpiseſe in 
the true + they and be jprenr 59 
excel in chis manner, and to be happy - 
in their own Likeneſs to the Creator. 
W hereas the Contrary to al this was im- | 
mediately put in Practice: And without 
conſidering either the End they were | 
made for, or the Relations they ſtodd in, 


Men began to ſeek their Happineſs and 


their Glory, in exerciſing Power and Do- 
minion oper their Fellow- Creatures, in 
22 255 after they had ſubdu'd People 
Nations, and in ſacrificing, the Blood 
of thouſands to the Pride and Vain er 
of their own evil Hearts, 5 
d not only particular Men, but 
Nations, delighted and gloried in Con- 
queſt ; invaded the Rights of others 
without Provogation; and thou ght them- 
{elves at liberty co kill and ſubdue and | 
enſlaye all before em. How far this was 
deviating from right Reaſon, and how 
| lirtle good * there is in it, 
W deine. . 
his 


y was * Caſe a Alexan- 
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- ger, and of the Romans that conquer d 
d 4 Wel 5 fever nne things may he 
£ faid in Commendatian of their Courage 3 
> if we examine into the Principles upan 
i W 1 Þ w-choſc were vn- 
917 „ and irrational and cri- 
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in in 2 way chat was quite foreign 7 
le Purpoſe, pig. in che Acquaſitian of Power 
d and Dominian, and in Tyranny over n 
ry ac or ab killing and LIES 430 | 
: ping and eallayvipg Meg, not only 
ut with the utmot loi, but with che 
n- utmoſt Cruelty and Barharity o. 
rs — Secondly, Nor only in this Rape dees 
a- Gl is Frigpapls of Vain-glory miſlead Man- 
1d but even in regard to the Riches 
as 9 a ke 40 and Pa refecments in 
* Life, is it alſo an ocgafgn of Perpetuel 
it, rror and Incongruity,wbilt they are not 
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and Opportunities of promoting the 
Good and Happineſs of Mankind in ge- 
neral, together with their own; but as 
_ Grounds and Reaſons to corrupt and weak 
Minds of ſo much Power and Superio- 
ity, and thereby made ſubſervient to | 
the Pride and Inſolence and Contempt 
% cd Lon 
And yet, Thirdly, the Miſchief that is 
| hereby occaſion'd in the Acquirements as 
well as the Endowments of the Mind, | 
are ſtill more conſpicuous and more to be | 
| Tamented ; becauſe thoſe ſhou'd naturally ! 
lead Men into a better way of thinking, 
and yet theſe, tis manifeſt, are ſo far from 
humbling, that they generally have this 
very evil and pernicious' Effe&, that they 
Increaſe the Vanity and Pride of Mens 
Hearts; for whatever uſe they make of 
their Parts or their Learning, they will 
be ſure to lay cloſe Siege to the Reputa- 
tion and Glory to be acquired by them; 
and to make em ſubſervient to this End. 
This was the Caſe of the ancient Philo- 
ſophers, and, excepting only where the 
Chriſtian Doctrine of Humility takes 
place, muſt be the Caſe generally | 
_ ſpeaking of all the Scholars and Philoſo- 
phers in the World. Tis the Pomp and 
a and Vanity of Learning, and 


not the true Uſe of it, that is ſo earneſt- | 
5 | TE | | ly | 


a Nepelatiun. 
ly contended for. Even now we ſee into 
what variety of | ind inte | 
Zeal to maintain . thoſe particular Opini- 
lity of weak Men has carry'd 'em. And 
can we ſuppoſe they had been much het- 
ter had they been left to themſelves, or 


the true Rule of Morality and Religion 
han been entirely left to their Manage- 
ment and Diſcretion? The weakeſt of 
the SeRtariſts are no leſs fond of their 
Tenets, and no leſs confident of the 


Truth and Certainty of em, than thoſe 


| who have the Happineſs of being in the 


right Road. And no doubt had Mankind 
been left without better Guidance than their 
own Natural Reaſon, they had remain' d, 


to this Day, not only under the Idola- 
try but Immorality of Heathens; and 


inſtead of true Religion, the World had 


trines of ſuch and ſuch p e 


— in doch - V 
Now, I fay, this one Inſtance of the 
Vain-glory of Man ſufficiently demon- 

ſtrates to us his Fall, or at leaſt his 
Weakneſs: And it is certain likewiſe 
from this ſmall Account of the Effects of 


inions, and into what 


ons, the Pride and Prejudice and Partia- 


it, even in this one Particular, how 
q 1 4 En 
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been contending all along, and woud 
now be contending, for the Excellence 
and Truth of the Opinions and Doc- 
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great that Fall or that Weäkfieſb is: and 
t is from a State of Innocence 1 —— 
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committed. And if this appears moſt 


ching propos d to be proved, bi. That 


a Revelation is neceſſary, is tlie N 


and unavoidable wy veiice of it = 
Thus 1 have ro' the Patticu- 


lars propos'd: J have fhewn you the Ac- 
_ 66tint given of the Fall, or the Corrup- 


tion of Man irt the Od and New Teſta- 
ment; Secondly, _ 


The Agreeableneſs of this Account to 
the preſent Stare and Circumſtanées of 


Mankind; even from this one Inſtance of 
his o wn "Vain-glory; and, Thirdly, de- 


duced this Conſequence from it, thata 
particular and extraordinary Revelation 


the Thrd 


of ſo grext Weight, fliowd be 


of the Divine Will is ont And 


now, Laſt, the Inferenee td be made 
from this whole Diſcourſe put toge 


is; 
| 'Pirp, That we cight es cem it a 


great Happineſs; that we are not left to 


the weak and uneettairt Conclufions, and 


imperfect Doctrines and Precepts of fal- 


lible Men; nor to the Power or Cunning 


of deceitful, hypocritical, or paſſionate 

Men; nor to the Opinions and Pofitiohs 

of proud and dogmarical Men; nor 4 
ft 


laſtly, to our 6wn fond Con ectures a 


n — but that the Will 


of 


The Excellence and Neceſſity = 
of: the Deity. is taught by the infallible } 
Spirit of God himſelf; ſo that what is 
taught, is neither falſe nor imperfect; 
but may be rely d on with * utmoſt 
Satisfaction: 

The. Second i PR £ 

That we bleſs God for this ineftima- 
ble Benefit: and the Third: Hl 
That we take due care that. our 
Lives and - eee be e 
: thereunto. . 8 
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Haven prov 1d 3 . hs 101 terpo⸗ 
Ji fition of Providence, in an extraordi- 
nary manner on purpoſe, the whole 
World had certainly been Idolatrous; 
that in order to ſecure the real Happi- 

neſs of human Nature and the Glory of 
God, a particular Revelation of God's 

Will was neceſlary : Firſt, becauſe that 
tho it is allow'd chat human Reaſon. may 

diſcover, when rightly cultivated, many 
parts of that Will, yer this wou d hardly 
1 de done for want of Inclination and In- 
Wi: | 0 ann and oye: Means and Inſtru- 


| 
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ments, and for-want of Opportunity and 
Leiſure to cultivate and improve it: And, 


Secondly, becauſe, as Man was depraved 


and had loſt ſight of the true Religion, 
there were many things which it could 


not diſcover, and thoſe too no leſs mate- 
rial. I have ſhewn likewiſe how neceſ- 
fary it was, that a particular Revelation 


ſhou'd be given Men; becauſe let their 


Knowledge and their Faculties be ever ſo 


excellent, yet as they are ſo ſtrongly 


biaſſed by their own Ambition and Vain- 


glory, and thereby apt to corrupt every 


thing, or at leaſt make it ſubſervient to 
this End; ſo it is very improbable that 
they ſhou'd ever arrive at ſuch Perfecti- 
on, ſuch a diſintereſted, diſpaſſionate 
and upright State, as to become the pro- 
per Inſtruments, by whom the Will of 
God ſhou'd be convey' d to the World. 


And thus from the Weakneſs of human 


Nature in general, and from the ſtrong 
Paſſions and Attachment to the Objects of 


their Pride and Ambition, and the Per- 
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verſeneſb of the Will of Man, it a 


plain that God's Interpoſition in an extra- 


ordinary manner was neceſlary, and that 
without this the true Religion had been 
utterly extinguiſhed. 


* 


I ſhall now conſider | what farther 


| Satisfaction we may have in this Point 
Ep "nn 
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The Excellence and Neceſſity 
from this Conſideration, viz. that. Men 
wanting the true Religion, tho' they were 


really able ro make large Diſcoveries into 
it, ſo as to convince and rectify them- 


ſelves about it, cou'd yet never be able to 
_ convince and rectify others. And there- 


fore that tho we ſuppoſe Men cou'd 
work out the Knowledge of it by their 
own Induſtry, ſo as to ſatisfy themſelves ; 


yet this in the main wou'd be ineffectual, 


and to no manner of purpoſe as to the | 


0 generality of Mankind. 


And in order to convince us the 2 


— 51125 wks this Truth, we will _ N 


"ht, 915 


Biß, 8 TY "A frongeſt Reaſons 
may be ſuppos'd to prevail. 5 

Seel, I ſhall ſhew that theſe being 
inſufficient in themſelves, ſomething 

2 extraordinary muſt be required to 
give Weight and Authority to chem 5 
and that therefore, | 

| Tidy, A Divine Revelation o was ne- 


9 ary. | 


Firh, we are to confider how:far the 


ſtrongeſt Reaſons may be ſuppoſed to pre- 
vail. Now it is certain, that in all Argu- 


ments offer d to convince a Man, there 


are theſe three things neceſſary ; > that it 


4 


4 Revelation. 


it; and that underſtanding it they allow 


it its due force and efficacy upon their 


Minds. 


As to the firſt of theſe tis manifeſt, 
that nice Reaſoning and ſubtle Arguments 


were never able to alarm and captivate 
the Attention of Mankind. Thoſe whoſe 
leiſure allow'd, and whoſe Profeſſion 
might call upon them to look into and 


examine things of this Nature wou'd be 


very few: And then conſidering that theſe 


were only the Thoughts of Men like 


themſelves, they wou'd of courſe be very 


infignificant and deſpicable. The Name 


of an Ariſtotle or a Newton, has nothing 
in it that can awaken the Negligence of 
the ſupine and careleſs ; however it may 
raiſe the Curiofity of the learned and 
ambitious. Whatever Allowances Men 

may be willing to make to their Sagacity 


and Excellence; they do not ſee any Ne- 
ceſſity they ate under to underſtand, or 
to be directed by the Doctrines or Princi= 


ples they advance. So that tho? you join'd 
| together more Excellencies than ever yet 
occur'd in one Man, and cou'd ſuppoſe 


chat he real'y taught the true Religion 


in its utmoſt ?urity and Perfection; yet 
for want of Authority ſufficient to en- 


1 force 


be duly attended to; that the Perſong 
that attend it be prepared to underſtand 


The Excellence and Neceſſiry 


force it, tis plain that even that wou'd 


be neglected and deſpis d. How much 


leſs then wou'd the Dictates and Precepts 


of weak Men prevail? Things that cou'd 


{not be ſaid to be free from Miſtake and 


Error? Things that the more . nicely 


they were canvas'd and examin'd ; the 


more they muſt betray their own. Weak- 
neſs and Inſufficiency, | and fink till 


lower and lower in the Opinion of. the 


Reader. 


It is plain, cherefore, chat che Will of 


| God, cou'd it have been underſtood, had 


Wh never been ſufficiently taught by any 
hiloſopher, or any - ſet of Philoſophers, 
for want of due Attention from the reſt 
of the World. 


; Secondly, Suppoſe. Men cou d be induc'd | 


to give ſufficient Attention, yet this till 


wou'd not do; becauſe. very few were oy 
Nature defign'd to be Philoſophers. 


reaſoning in ſuch manner às to lea N 
Men into the Truth, there is much Art 
and Subtilty and Dexterity ; ; ſuch as re- 
quires a quick Apprehenſion and a clear | 


Head: It is with much Study and In- 


ö duſtry, much Uſe and Practice, and 
conſtant Attendance, that the Philoſo- | 


Poet: himſelf arrives at the Perfection we 
nd even in indifferent Scholars; but to 
ariſe to a lublie and. exalted Character, 

requires 


a 


F a Revelation. - © 


he hath arriv'd to this pitch, how few 
will be able to know it, or to make a 
right judgment of him? How much is 
he above the common Notions and Sen- 
timents, and the common Taſte and 

Judgment of Mankind? This may ſhew 


x us how impoſſible it wou'd be for Men 


to hammer out the Truth for themſelves : 


How ſlow a Progreſs the Knowledge of 


the true Religion wou'd make, were it 


left to the Management of Students and 


Scholars, and to the Convictions they 


cou'd make upon the Minds of the rude 


and illiterate, Alas! ſuch pretty Refine- 
ments, ſuch fine ſpun Deductions, ſuch 
artful Chains, are too ſmall for vulgar 
Eyes. And if Religion ſhou'd never ap- 
pear, till ſhe was diſcovered (like the 
Stars at great diſtance thro' a Glaſs) by 
ſuch Mediums and Conveyances as the 
Learned ſhou'd find out for Men, I really 
believe ſhe had never been ſeen at all. 
For one great part of Mankind are ſuch, 
as cou'd neither have leiſure nor incli- 
nation to attend it: another ſuch as if 
they ſhou'd attend it ever ſo much, 
cou d never arrive at the Knowledge of 


Th © 


requires that a Man have more than 
common Parts and Sagacity. And when 


it in this way, for want of proper Capa+ - 


cities and Abilities; or if they had na- 


F 3 ä 
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*. 


tural Abilities, for want of exerciſing 
and improving them, as is abſolutely ne- 
 ceffary; and a third ſuch as wou'd ne- 


ver ſuffer it to have its due force and 


efficacy upon their Minds. 


* 


For, Thirdly, it is poſſible that Men 


may attend, and be endow'd wich exqui- 
ſite fine Parts; and yet notwithſtanding 
both their Diligence and their natural Sa- 


1 


| pacity in hunting out any. thing they 


ve a mind to be Maſters of, that they 


may never be able to arrive at the true 
way. A wrong unlucky Caſt may be given 


to the Mind in its firſt Entrance upon 


and utter Strangers to the Truth, and to 
: q 5 ö . : | that . : 


its Studies, which ſhall divert it and draw 
it awry ever after. If Pride or Ambition 


have took deep Root in the Heart, they 
ſeldom fail of drawing the Head after 
them; they are fare to prevent the Man's 


attending to any thing duly, to ingroſs 


him all to themſelves, and to make all 


other things appear trivial and empty to 


him. And Covetouſneſs, Senſuality, and 
Strife, and Malice, Sc. have the ſame 
evil effect; inſomuch that we might find 


great Numbers of Men of good Parts, 
and good Education, and much Litera- 
ture, yet perverſe and wicked, and in 
ſpite of all their Talents and Acquire- 
ments, immerſt in the greateſt Darkneſs, 


„/ a Revelation. 
that Temper, and particular Diſpoſition 
of Mind, which is neceſſary for its Re- 
ena ow no wg 
And again, conſidering how much o- 
ther Mens Education in general (the 
main End of which is to procure them a 
Livelihood, and to raiſe their Fortune in 
the World) is directed in this Road; 
what Strife and Emulation there is a- 
mongſt them, who ſhall appear richeſt, 
and moſt honourable and beſt; it is no 
wonder they ſhou'd be ſuch Strangers to 
the Grounds and Reaſons, that are to be 
produced for the Truth of Religions, 
or that they overlook and negle& them. 
For the true Caſe lies here, thoſe 
other things they are ſolicitous and 
earneſt about: thoſe things have rais'd 
and ſeconded their Deſires ; thoſe things 
they cou'd ſuffer Torture and Affliction 
for; thoſe are things they want moſt 
impatiently ; what they enjoy with ſa- 
tisfaction and glee, what anſwer all their 
Ends, all they trouble their Heads a- 
bout; while the other are meerly Notio- 


nal, Intellectual, Mental or Rational; 


ſuch things as have no concern with the 
Paſſions, and by conſequence no In- 
fluence at all. 1 Wy 


Ee +. 


. The Excellence and Neceſſity 5 


So that it is plain from theſe three 
Conſiderations, that except Mankind 
were to be particularly inſtructed and 
train'd up to Knowledge; except it were 
their whole buſineſs to cultivate their 
Vnderſtandings, and to prepare their 
Minds in che ſame manner that Philoſo- 
phers are now train'd up in Schools ane 
Academies erected for that purpoſe 
And, Thirdly, except Men were pre- 
pared by proper Tempers and Diſpoſiti- 
ons, it is plain, I ſay, that the general 
Knowledge of the Nature and Worſhip 
of God, according to his Attributes, 
and the practiſing of Virtue and Mora- 
lity, as it is now laid down to us in the 
Old and New Teſtament, had never been 
effected: And that Mankind are utterly 
incapable of being all of them in gene- 
ral ſo prepared and inſtructed is no 
leſs obvious. The Conſequence of which 
is, that tho Philoſophers cou'd teach 
Men the Truth; tho'. the Wit and Sa- 


gacity, and Art of Men of Parts and 


Learning, .cou'd by Reaſons and Argu- 
ments well put together be able to lead 
Men into the right Road, ſo far as re- 
lated to themſelves, or their own Method 
of Argumentation; yet this wou'd not 

anſwer the purpoſe, being too fine and 
| e ele 


ſubtle, and ; requir ing too much Attenti- 


nerally given Men, and more Induſtry 


on, and greater Strength of Parts, and . 
quicker Apprehenſion. than God has ge- 


than they are commonly willing to be- 


ſtow: And conſequently, being by no 
means ſuited and adapted to the Circum- 
ſtances, and Condition, and Exigencies 
of human Nature. 1 

This then manifeſtly proves to us the 


Neceflity of a particular Revelation from 


God; . becauſe, without this, it muſt be | 


allow'd, the Knowledge of the true Re- 


ligion could not be ſupported. If to this 


we add, Secondly, the Expediency and 


Excellence of ſuch a particular Revela- 
tion, this will afford us ſtill greater Satis- 


faction. And for this I refer you back 


to the firſt Diſcourſe. - 


Now as this is a thing ſo excellent in 


it ſelf, and ſo neceſſary, both to ſecure 5 


Men's Obedience to the Will of God in 


this World, and to prepare them for 


everlaſting Happineſs in the World to ” 


come, and yet could not be effected 


without God's Interpoſition in an extra- 


ordinary manner: As the Virtue, and 


Piety, and Goodneſs of Men depend en- 


tirely upon this; ſo the natural Inference 
from it is, that a Revelation was not on- 


ly neceſſary, but expedient, as to the pre- 


len, 
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fent, and moſt excellent as to the future 


- Conſequences of it: and ſo we find the 


great Creator hath all along made this 


the chief and peculiar Part of his Care 
and Providence over Mankind, that they | 
ſhould be inſtructed in the Knowledge of 
His Will, thus Fer. ix. 23. Let not the 
toiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let 
tte mighty man glory in his might, let not 
. the rich man glos. 


in his riches. ' But 
let him that glorieth, glory in this, that be 


underſtandeth and knoweth me, that Tau 


the Lord, And that Mankind might not 


be left unfit for it, as they are to ſearch 
7 this out by Argumentations and Reaſon- 
- Ings, generally too refin'd and ſubtle for 
them, he hath all along made uſe of 


ſuch Means, as ſhew the utmoſt Con- 


cern to inculcate this Knowledge upon 
them. For this Reaſon, he made parti- 


eular Revelations to the Püttisrehbs | in the 


| Infancy of the World; he deſtroyed the 
World it ſelf by a Deluge, boreal it 


__ revolted from this: he choſe the 
ews to be a Leaven to all the reſt of the 
ations, and to bear Teſtimony to the 


true Religion: For this Reaſon he per- 


formed the Wonders in 8 = rais d 
up the Prophets among the Fews: Men 


Who were honoured with . In- 
en on purpoſe to dec] are the Will 


. of 
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of God amongſt them; and for this 
Reaſon, La/tly, he ſent his own Son to 
work Miracles for the Conviction. of the 
World, and at the ſame time to make 
a full and explicite Declaration of his 
Will; fo that they, who having the Op- 


portunity ſhould yet not be convinc d 
and turn'd to the true Religion, ſhould 
be without Excuſe for the furure. And 


if the Knowledge of God and of the 


true Religion, was neceſſary for the ſeve- 


tal Reaſons aſſign'd before, and if this 


could not be effectually taught by human 
Means for want of proper Attention in 


one Part of Men, proper Abilities in 


another, and proper Means and Ways in 


a third, and proper Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition in a fourth; this ſhews that the in- 
ſtituting a Religion in God's Name, and 


by his Authority and Power, and ap- 


pointing a particular Method by which 
it ſhould be kept up among Men; that 
the conſecrating Places and Miniſters, 
wherein, and by whom it ſhould be per- 


formed; and ordaining proper Sacraments 


and Offices conſonant thereunto, and to 


be obſerved by all Men that are con- 


cern'd therein, was neceſſary, and conſe- 


quently that a Revelation, or that re- 
veal'd or inſtituted Religion, as well as 


Thus | 


natural, was neceſſary. 
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Thus I have finiſhed the three things 
propoſed; the Reſult is this, that tho, 
indeed, we ſhould ſuppoſe, that ſome 
particular Men might work out the 
Knowledge of true Religion, by the force 
of their own Sagacity and Induſtry, fo 
as to ſatisfy themſelves; (which yet could 
not be done as hath been prov'd before) 
yet this, in the main, would be ineffec- 
tual and to no manner of purpoſe, as 
to the generality of Mankind. What re- 
x mains nas is to make ſome pertinent 
| Deductions from what has been nada laid 
10 down. j | 
NCC The Finſt of which is, that we may 
hence very eaſily ſee the Reaſon why God 
„ was pleas d to enjoin ſo many Rites and 


| Ceremonies in the Jewiſb Religion. To 
= | convince them metaphyſically of his Be- 
ing and Government was not practicable, 
. nor could they be ſo reſtrain d from Ido- 
15 latry, to which they were ſo very much 
5 addicted. The Method therefore muſt be 
to adapt his Religion, and his Commands 
i to the Underſtanding and Genius of the 
| People, and to keep them to a Religion 
[| | 
| 
| 


which he might juſtly call his own, 
tho it was ſuited. to the Temper, and 
ſubmitted, in ſome meaſure,” to the Weak- 
neſs of the People. In the mean time 
the great Duties of Morality were _ 
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; und aids: nor cou d the Minn 
look them without diſcovering the ut- 


moſt Proneneſs to Wickedneſs'and Cor- 
ruption. That Religion therefore is 


wrongfully. charged with Inſignificance, 


ſecing the End to which it is ſubſervient, 
is the grand Law of Nature, and the 


Method requiſite, and neceſſary, conſider-- 


ing the Nature, and Circumſtances, and 


. Condition of 2 at that time of 


Da 8 
41 Second ching to 1 inter from 


vhat has been argued is, the Appoint- | 
ment of a particular Inſtitution and Or- 
der of Men to perform it. 


It was plainly neceſſary we ſee, wha as 
cloſe Connection and metaphyſical 'Rea- 
ſoning, was not a proper Method of bring- 
ing Men to the Knowledge of true Re- 


ligion, that an Order of Men ſhould be 


ſet aſide for that purpoſe: Men. whoſe 
particular Profeſſion it —_— be, and 
who ſhould bear the Badge and keep up =o 
the external Appearance. of it for th 


ples fake; who ſhould by their. Example 
influence, and by their Underſtanding 
and Learning inſtruct Men in it, and by 


that Diligence and Induſtry inculcate it; 


who ſhould be Profeſſors, Guardians, and 


Teachers, and Maintainers of it. Who 
ſhould appear in it publickly, and at the 


ſame 
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ſame time be prepared to lead Men into 
the internal, intellectual, and ſpiritual 


Part of it. This is another Inference 

that may be juſtly deduced from the fore- 
going Premiſes, and brings me to the 
Third and Laſt Obſervation: Which is, 
That as thoſe Men are highly to be 


blamed and condemn'd, who, out of ei- 
ther Pique, or Malice, or other evil Diſ- 
poſition, take all occaſions of beſpatter- 


ing the Clergy: So if there are any a- 
mongſt that Order, who inſtead of re- 


garcung the true Nature, End, and De- 


gn of the Inſtitution, have different No- 
tions of it, and look upon it rather as a 
Ground and Title to the Eſteem and 
Veneration of Men, and thereby would 
have it ſubſervient to their Pride and Vain- 


glory; if there are any ſuch Men, I ſay, 


they certainly are no leſs to be diſcom- 
mended. The Nature, the Uſefulneſs, the 
End, and Excellence of the Office recom- 


mend it ſufficiently: and beautiful are 
the Feet of them that preach the Goſ- 
I; but if, inſtead of this, a Love of 
Power, and Grandeur, and Superiority 
prevails, and the original and true Intent 


is ſet aſide and neglected; this, it muſt 


be confeſt, is as ridiculous and foreign to 
the purpoſe, as the moſt inveterate Ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity can repreſent it. 

ele} | To 
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is above the Cenſure of wicked and paſ- 
ſionate Men; and he whoſe Notions and 
Behaviour are diſagreeable to it, is an 
unhappy Inſtance of the great Weakneſs 


of human Nature in general, but cannot 
be an Argument againſt either the Uſe- 


fulneſs or the Neceſſity of the Inſtitu- 


tion. 


ration, viz. That tho' it were never ſo 


well taught by the expert Philoſophers, 
yet this would avail little for want of 
proper Attention, proper Abilities, and 


Diſpoſitions in the Generality of Man- 


E kind, that ſhould receive it. 


My Intent is now to ſhew, that as 


Man is naturally a free Agent, and yet 

prone to evil, there was abſolute Need of 
the divine Authority and Interpoſition, in 
order to reſtrain him effectually from 
+ "'Vicet - 


To conclude then, This is certain fromm 
what has been diſcours'd, that he that 
behaves himſelf ſuitably to his Profeſſion, 


DISCOURSE VI. 
E | Laid. before you laſt, the abſolute 


Neceſſity of a particular Revelation 
of the Will of God, from this Conſide- 
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The Excellence and Neceſſity 
Vice: That the Sanction of Rewards 
and Puniſhments was entirely neceſſary, 
and that therefore, Thirdly, a publick 
Declaration of the ſame was indiſpenſa- 
bly equired. In order to do which, 1 
. + ſhall ſhew;, „% 


33 


. 
— 2 — 
4 


— ä ů 


_ — — —— A ů —— — — — R emer ot 
ts > 1 "4 - 


— — 
r 


— a, 


Fiyſt, What we are ta underſtand by 
M.aäan's being a free Agent. 55 
—9 Secondly, His great Inclination to, abuſe 
that excellent Privilege to evil Pur- 
* oſes. 5 5 1 
. Thirdly, The Expedience and Neceſſi- 
ty of his being interrupted and pre- 
vented in the Abuſe of that Privi- 
wo i legs. t 
 Pourthly, I ſhall deduce this Conſe- 
gqauence from it, that Rewards and 
+  Puniſhments were abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, and conſequently that the De- 
© -_ Claration of them was requiſite. | - 
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Firſt, We are to begin with ſhewing, 
what is to be underſtood by Man's being 
a free Agent: And that is, that he hath 
an abſolute Power of doing whatſoever 
he pleaſeth. And this Power is neceſſary 
to him as a moral Agent; and is in itſelf, 
of all things in the viſible Creation, the 
moſt beautiful and excellent. For if 
Man had not this Power, he could not 


. 


the Neceſſity 


be accountable for his Actions; neither 
would there be any Virtue or any Excel- 
lence in any of his Determinations, What 


is done neceſſarily, or what a Man can- 
not but do, ſhews no Power in him, but 
that he is paſſive, and acted by ſome o- 


ther Power which is not his : And there- 
fore he can neither be juſtly condemned 


nor commended for it, becauſe the Action 


is not properly his, however inſtrumental 


be might be in effecting it. A Law co 


him, in this Caſe, would be no Law at 


all, becauſe whether he will obey that 


Law or no, is not in his Power. If 
therefore he was to be made a moral 
Agent; if his Actions as ſuch were to 
have any Virtue or Excellence in them, 
it was neceſſary he ſhould be endowed 
with this Freedom of Action, and have 
it in his Power to do either Good or 
Evil, as his Reaſon or his Paſſion ſhould 
prevail in the Deciſion. This ſhews us 
of ſuch a Power. The 


next thing to be conſidered is, that this 


is the greateſt Beauty, and Glory, and 
Perfection of the Creation. Could we 
take a ſufficient View of the huge Bulk 
of the Sun and Planets, and of the Earth 
upon which we live, this would furniſh 
un with a gteac Idea of the Power and 

be immenſe 


32 The Excellence and Neceſſity © 
immenſe Glory of the Creator of them: 

j Could we nicely examine the Proporti- 

ll. on, and Diſtance, and Situation in which 

N 

| 
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they are placed, this muſt convince us of 
the Skill, and Contrivance, and Wiſdom 
of the Architect: Could we deſcend lower 


| and obſerve the Art, the Harmony, the 
i Juſtneſs, and the fine Texture with which 
| the meaneſt and minuteſt Animals are 
[1 formed ; how every Tree, and Plant, and 
| | Herb is framed and put together; with 
_ what wonderful Symmetry and Exact- 
neſs, what Skill and Variety, what 
Thought and Contrivance all things a- 
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1 bout us are made, and ſuited to the Ends 
9 they are deſign'd for; we ſhould be for- 
i ced to own, that the Works of the Crea- 
| N tion are moſt amazing. And yet what- 
1 ever Power, or Wiſdom, or Art, or Con- 
| trivance may appear in theſe, it is moſt 


| 13. certain, that the creating of one Creature 
1 with a Power of beginning Motion, with 
k Liberty and Freedom of Will, is far ſu- 
perior to them all. This Excellence, this 

Preference due to a Man as a free Agent, 
is beautifully ſer forth by our Saviour, 
Matt. vi. 26. Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they ſow not, neither do they reap, nar 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly father 
feedeth them. Are not ye much better than 
11 12 e they? 


rr 1 ee eee. ee 
— 2 > 


\ - 


= — ̃ “. Rm nan 1 


——— 
* 
Is ” — Y — * 
A— - 
wy * — 3 i. „„ „ — 
a a 
0 p< ous |: 2 DS — 7 — 
8 — — 
— — — — — pu * 


AVIS 


42 2 1 
* NT „% „34 „«„«„,4 r — a 
22. 2 "= l ——_— 


11 
4 
| 

. 

1 


WG 
9 


OM 5 4 Revelalan. 


| they? And again: Conſider the lilies of 
 -the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they ſpin. And yet I ſay unto 
you, that even Solomon in all his glory, aas 
not arrayed like one of theſe. Wherefore if 
Cod ſo clothe the graſs of the field, which to 
day is, and to morrow is caſt into the oven, 
ſhall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 


little faith? No doubt there is great Skill, 


and Power, and Artifice even in the ma- 
terial World, but the greateſt Glory of 
this Creation is Man the Lord of it; 
Man who was made to ſurvey it, and to 
trace out the Wiſdom of the Author in 
it; Man to whoſe Uſe and Service all o- 
ther things are ſubjected; whoſe Provinee 
is Wiſdom, and Virtue, and Obedience 
to the Will of the all-wiſe Creator, not 
of Force or of Neceſſity; not out of any 
Conſtraint, or any ſlaviſn Tye or Obliga- 
tion, but voluntarily and out of his own 
Choice and Pleaſure; as it is the Reſult 
of mature Thinking and Deliberation, or 
of ſound Senſe, Reaſon, and good W 
nennt 5 


This is that noble Privilegs and origi- 


nal Excellence with which Man is en- 
dowed, and which differs from the other 


ee to be found in the Creation, 


as much as the Head that contrives is 


G 2 | more- 
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more excellent than the Machine con- 
trived. For in theſe, tis true, there is 
Beauty, and Harmony, and Uſe, and 
Contrivance, and in every Place the Wil- 
dom of the Author is legible, but in them- 
ſelves there is nothing to be admired, be- 
cauſe nothing can properly be aſcribed to 
them. When they are conſider d by an 
intelligent Mind, they are delightful and 
reflect a Luſtre upon the Maker; but yet 
as to themſelves they have no Virtues, no 
Powers, no Excellencies at all: On che 
contrary the Mind of Man acts, and 
chooſes, and determines, and what it does 
is for the moſt part to be aſcribed imme- 
diately to itſelf. Its Creation and Ex- 
iſtence are, indeed, owing to the Creator, 
but what it acts is its o .].]n. e 
Here is real Excellence not only in the 
Maker, but in the thing made; which 


continues to act of it ſelf, in the ſame 


manner that he himſelf acted, when he 

made it; and which may be aſeribed to 
it, as its Author, for the fame Reaſon 
that the other may be juſtly aſcribed to 
him. And it is eaſy to obſerve Degrees 
of Perfection, from brute Matter and its 
Motion, and the Revolution of the Stars 
in their Orbits, from vegetable and ani- 
mal Life, upward to the Inſtinct of —_ 
| =, © - They 


Behaviour and Conduct, che Senſe, and 


EReaſon, 


Top and Perfection of all, this Power 
and Principle in Man, of acting freely, 
and of being entirely independent, and 


without the leaſt Reſtraint in che Deter- 


mination of his Actions. 0% yard 
And this Power God hath endowed 
Man with, on purpoſe that he might be 


able to pay a proper Homage and Obedi- 

ence to his Will, not of Neceſſity, for 
that indeed, properly ſpeaking, would be 
no Homage, no Obedience at all; but of 
choice: And that he might glorify him, 


not ſervilely, but agreeably to the Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Fitneſs of the thing it- 
ſelf: And, Laſtly, that this Homage, this 


Obedience, this Honour done to him, 


might be the Reſult of his own good 


| Senſe and Underſtanding, his own Pru- 
dence, and Judgment, and Conſideration. 
How low this Part of the . immenſe 


Creation may be, in compariſon of ma- 
ny others, is at preſent what we cannot 


pretend to judge. Thus much is plain, 
that Men who are the principal Agents 
in it, are endowed with noble Faculties, 
provided they would make due uſe of 


them. Frail as we are, there is in the 
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25 
They riſe one Step above another, in a 
kind of Proportion, till they arrive at this 
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Reaſon, and Judgment of every good 
Man, ſomething that is venerable, great 
and noble; ſomething that reflects Glory 
upon the great Author of the whole Fa- 
brick; ſomething that, in ſome Meaſure, 
may be ſaid to complete and crown his 
other Works. Thus much, at leaſt, may 
ſerve to ſhew us what it is we are to un- 
derſtand by Man's being made a free 
Agent, and the great Neceffity, and Beau- 
ty, and Perfection that is given to the 
whole Creation in general, by virtue of 
this one Power. But now, 
Secondly, The Misfortune on the Side of 
Man, is what I propoſed in the ſecond 
Place to lay before you, his ſtrong Incli- 
nations and Temprations to abuſe and 
pervert this noble Privilege to evil Pur- 
oſes. I have already ſhewn, how apt 
he; is to make Power, Riches, and Know: 
ledge ſubſervient to his Vain-glory : That 
inſtead of conſidering himſelf. made. to 
reſemble the divine Nature, in Truth, 
and Righteouſneſs, - and Goodneſs, and 
thereby to become more perfect, and in 
Conſequence of that, more happy; he is 
generally attach'd to thele: Objects of his 
Paſſion, to the utter Neglect and Con- 
tempt of the other. And this Fondneſs, 
Ae Attachment to the World, and the 
145909. 8 x4 Strengeh 


3 Judgment. 


- 


their Liberty. 


But to be more particular, I ſhall here 


inſtance ; in theſe three things . 


| A The great Love of Pleaſure. 


2. The Strength of his Ambition. f 


3. The vaſt P Ower an d eee of 
Covetouſneſs. 


The Firſt thing by which Man is 
tempted to go aſtray, is his great Love of 
Pleaſure. For this is a thing that is huge- 

| ly attractive, and to which we are drawn 
by ſtrong Incentives, or Inſtincts that are 


natural to our Beings, and neceſſary for 


their Support. The ſame Appetite that 


bids us call for either Food or Drink, 
gives a Reliſh for them, and a Delight in 
them; and if we do not attend to the 
Reaſon, and Uſe, and End of things, will 


naturally prompt us to ſeek Enjoyment 


in them, beyond the Bounds of Nature 
and Sobriety. The ſame Effect will every 


other Inſtinct, every other Luſt and Paſ- 


ſion, have upon us, if they are not re- 
ſtrain'd and over-rul'd by our Reaſon and 
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Thus we lie under Temptations, and 
are fubject to run aſtray from thoſe very 
Inſtincts, Appetites, and Paſſions which 
are planted in us, for the Preſervation 
and Support of the Species. And theſe 
Temptations again are heighten'd by the 
Power and Influence of external Ob- 
jets that anſwer to the feveral Appetites 
within us. Hence it happens that ma- 
ny ate tempted to run great Lengths to 
compaſs them; others to indulge them 
immoderately to their own Ruin, and 
that the moft prudent Petſons are often 
 _ Gvetrfeen and miſled by them. There 
are a thouſand Entertainments and Diver- 
tiſements that are apt to enſnare and cap- 
tivate the Hearts of Men; and that either 
prevent their purſuing, or avert them 
from their Duty; that take them off their 
Guard, and plunge them into Folly and 
Wickedneſs: 80 that it is very eaſy to ob- 
ſet ve, how prone Man muſt be to abuſe 
his Liberty, from the engaging Nature of 
Temptations without him, and from the 
Strength of the Appetites, and Luſts, and 
Inſtincts that are within him, which are 
always ready to betray him, and give him 
up to the Power of thoſe Temptations. 
- Secondly, Ambition is no leſs general, 
no leſs vehement in its Influence, 3 
wo e "oh 
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> this - pains Pleaſure. H - in' the 
1 World, and to make a large Fi and 
1 4 dazzling Show, is 3 at 
n dy Dreſs and Equipage, by Titles and 
* Honours, and by their Attainments of 
je Forrune, Learning, or any other Accom- 
J- _ pliſhments. And to gratify this Paſſion, 
og what De ngery, and Difficulties, and Hard- 
= ſhips are they willing to undergo! It is 
to a ſtrong Paſſion, and will not eafily 
m be faid nay. It is always aiming at ſome- 
id thing great and noble, and is reſtleſs and 
en Adifcontented till ir attains it; and if it 
re fails of its Purpoſe, is deſperate and diſ- 
2 conſolate. It is hardly poſſible to paint 
p- the Paſſion of an ambitious Man in its a 
er proper Colours. The indefatigable In- 
m duſtry of the Scholar, the undaunted 
eir Courage, and unwearied Painfulneſs of 
nd the Soldier, and the Solicitations, In- 
b- quietude, and Servility of thoſe who 
iſe hunt Preferments, and brook all manner 
of of Treatment and Diſappointments, are 
he flagrant Proofs of its Power and Energy. 
nd How much ſooner would ſome Men 
are _ chooſe to riſque their Lives and For- 
im wunes, nay, and their Salvation too, than 
pe live mean and inglorious? And what Strife, 
al, what Vying, and what Emulation is there 
an even in low Life, from this very Prin- 
his 2 : | 


ciple? 
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ciple ? Tis plain, this is the thing that 
ſets the World on fire; that to write 
it ſelf great, would not ſtick to ſpill the 
Blood of Nations and Kingdoms, nor at 
the total Ruin and Deſtruction of Man- 
kind. Now this, again, may ſerve ta 
convince us, how ſtrong. a Temptation 
Ambition muſt needs oft be to all ſuch 
Men to abuſe their Liberty... 
34 Thirdly, Covetouſneſs is another power- 
ful Enemy to the Virtue of Mankind; 
To repreſent the Strength of this Paſſion 
wie need only conſider, what mighty. 
things are to be effected by a Proſpect 
of Gain or Intereſt. The Poet ſays it is 
more powerful than Lightning; that 
Bars OI Iron and Walls of F lint are no 
Obſtruction to it. He means, that the 
moſt obſtinate Integrity may oft be laid 
waſte, and a Way made through the 
ſtrongeſt Fortifications by Briberr. 
If we conſider how much it is ador'd 
by Mankind, what Power and Influence 
| It has in the World, this will appear no 
reat Miſtake. For there is nothing ſo 
Far or difficult, ſo ſnameful and wicked, 
which Men will not do for the ſake of 
Lucre. One Man will venture his Life, 
and riſque his Reputation to get it; an- 
other would almoſt rather ſtarve himſelf 
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and great Veneration 


: or 
to Deas than part with a ſmall Portion 
of it; and to ſhew _ encral Applauſe: 

that is paid it, 
we need only to obſerve, — a rich : 
Fool 1s honourable ; ; that it ſanctifies Vil- 
lany it ſelf, and is above the reach of 
Reproach. No wonder then if this alſo 


is a ſtrong Bait to the Minds of Men, 


po that their Virtue and Honeſty are 


ſo much endanger d by it. 1 5 
Envy, Malice, Strife, and a 
lay Men under the ſame Temprations, and 


of. draw them with a force that is almoſt ' © 


irreſiſtible from the right Path: So that 
Man is plainly ſubject to great Infirmities 
within, and to many Seducements from 


without, and has therefore much want 


of Care and Vigilance and a ſtrong 
Guard. All which ſufficiently proves the 


ſecond thing I propoſed to prove, the 


ſtrong Inclinations he has to abuſe this 


noble Privilege of Libertx. 
And now, I ſay, Man being a free A. 
gent, and yet at the ſame time ſuhject to 


the many and ſtrong Temptations men- 


tion' d, it is plainly neceſſary, that ſome- 
thing very extraordinary ſhould be done 
to keep him from being ſeducd and 
ruined by them. And ſince in a World 
| vitious and corrupt, it will be exceeding. 
f hard, 
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hard, conſidering all the Difficulties tbat 


good Men muſt encounter, to to keep up to 


Rules of right Reaſon, and Virtue, 
and Religion, as is evident from what has 
been faid ; the natural Conſe 5 


chat it: 18 neceſſary that God —— 


a publick Declaration of his Will to 


Mankind, and, ſince they are ſo prone to 


Vice, deter the. wicked by Puniſhments 
of his expreſs threatnin Nat encourage 

2 his own pro- 
miſing, in order to ſupport the practice 


of Virtue and of the true Religion. 


e 


ſuffer them to 


Tis true, there are Grounds ſor good 
Men to expect, that a rightequs good 
Being cannot overlook that Virtue, or 
periſh in their Righteouſ- 
neſs; notwithſtanding which it is cer- 
tainly a matter of great Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction to all ſuch Men, that God hath 
expreſly declared what ſhall be their 


End, = that they have no need to be 


doubtful about it. This is a very great 


Encouragement to Virtue, and conſider- 
ing the Nature and Circumſtances of the 


| preſent World, what might naturally be 


expected from the Juſtice, OI 


and Holineſs of God. 


And again on the. other f that 


re * of God is expreſly revealed 


— 


of a 3 _ 
* all Vice and Wichednefs; and 


that the evil and abandon'd ſhou'd thas 1 
be admoniſh'd, and have no excuſe left . Ml 


for their Iniquity, is a Conſideration vaſt- Wil 
ly diſcouraging, and that muſt fink deep ll | 
into the Hearts and Conſciences of chen, 11 
whenever they ſhall think fit to reflect. | 14 
This is in both reſpects to oblige Men to il 
be good, ſo far as it is poſſible to oblige Ml | 
chem confiſtemly with that Freedom of _—__ 
Will, Which 1 ſhew'd is the Beauty, Il. || 
_ Perfection, and Glory of the Crea- Wil || 
-t And were lefs than this done, $1 
— might juſtly, I believe, ſeem _—_ 
wanting on God's part to the good 'Go- it 


vernment of the World; ſomething ol 
greatly neceſſary, and highly uſeful ro 1 
the enforcement of Virtue, and for che ll 
ſupport of- the true Religion. 

Gods Authority and Interpoſition, his 


Threats and his Promiſes are things of Wi || 
che greateſt Weight and Moment, 1 181 
will amend and correct a wicked World, = 


when all the good Senſe, and Art, and 
Reaſon, and Philoſophy in it, will avail 
' *nothing. Theſe give the finiſhing a nd 14 
cCompleat force to Religion, and nbc Wi: | 
Men indeed to act at their own Diſcre- : 
tion; but withal are ſo binding upon 1 
them, as to leave them without — _— 
1 
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52 they are not virtuous. This being true, 
the Fourth and Laſt thing that 1 infer 
from them, that is, that Rewards and 
Puniſhments were neceflary ; z and that an 


open Declaration of them was in like 
manner neceſſfary, 18 moſt plain _ un- 


ee die. 

To conclude therefore, let us pray 
to God earneſtly, that we may always 
make a due uſe of our Liberty: that we 


may be ſo reſtrain'd by his Threats and 
encouraged by his Promiſes, that we 
may live in Conformity as much as poſ- 
ſible to his Will here, and in conſequence 
of that be intitled to everlaſting Life in 
the World to come. | 


DISCOURSE VII. 


E 1 dra Man: before as 


VV a free Agent, and prone to E- 
vil; particularly J inſtanc'd in his great 
Love of Pleaſure, the Strength of Ambi- 


tion, and Covetouſneſs, to tempt and ſe- 


duce him from his Duty. Theſe Paſſions 


being general, twas W expedient 
8 0 and 
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and neceſſary that Virtue and Religion 

ſhou'd be guarded againſt em by God's 
Interpoſition, by Promiſes and Threats, 

by Rewards and Puniſhments declared 
by him expreſly. There are other Rea- 

ſons, which I think no leſs beſpeak the 
Neceſſity of a particular Revelation, and 
which I intend for the Subject of this 
Diſcourſe. Man being a free Agent, and | 

at the ſame time very weak, and prone ' 
to Evil, and obnoxious to many and wy 
ſtrong Temptations, both from within 
and without him; the certain, tho' not 
neceſſary, Conſequence of that wou'd be 
much Vice, and Weakneſs, and Corrup- mn 
tion. And indeed, had God never inter. 1 
pos'd in an extraordinary manner, not | 
only the true Religion had been ex- 
chang'd for Idol Worſhip, and facri- 
ficing to Spirits and wicked Demons; 
but the Morality of the World in gene- 
ral had been alſo very ſmall and inſigni- 
ficant, as much abus'd, impair'd, and per- 
verted as the other. This Conſequence 
therefore cannot be denied, | v2. That in 
this Caſe twas highly eee ne- 
ceſſary, that Men ſhou'd be reſtrain d 
from Vice and Wickedneſs, by the moſt 
forcible Tyes, by Threats and Promiſes 
of the utmoſt Importance. The 9 

. wes 
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— hams cogent hos 
= ment for the ſame thing. To — 
| — Strength, 1 fhal 


= i. 4 The Difficulties and I 


that the good and virtuous lie 
in the 8 Cirgumſtances of the 
World. 
| II. How Sicilian * Caſe l 
1 be, had they nothing more to relie 
1 upon as to their future State, than 
the uncertain and precarious Conclu- | 
= 1 ſions and Reaſonings of Men, 
ZE III. I will ſhew the Excellence and the 
4 .Advantages of a Revelation in various 
| otra | | 


is plain 1 in che Fir — 80 * of 
It mo Men both in the purſuit of the ſame 
©: thing, he that has the moſt ways, and 
- thoſe too the ſhorteſt of obtaining it, 
| . Bas the Advantage of the other. The 
good Man therefore that will aim at 
-nothing, but by ſuch means as are di- 
rectliy conſiſtent wir a right uſe of his 
Liberty, chat is with Truth, and Juſtice, 
:and Gocdneſs, has a much narrower 
Fath to walk zin, and a far worſe 'Prol- 


pect 


1 8 3 
a Revelation. 


pect of attaining the good things of Life, 


than he who allows himſelf a greater 
Latitude. We have before conſider d the 
Violence of human Paſſions, and the 
ſtrong Temptations that ſurround us; 
from whence tis certain gteat Num- 
bers will be wicked, and ſo far as re- 
ſpects this Life only, Succeſs and Happi- 
neſs will attend that Wickedneſs. So that 
Men muſt naturally meet with 

much Diſappointment, both from the 
Number of thoſe who are of a contrary 
Diſpoſition, and will make uſe of any 
means to prevent em, and from the Nar- 


rowneſs of thoſe Means which themſelves 
judge allowable. This is the true Caſe of 


dhe World: The Riches, Honours, and 
Advantages in it, are much oftner the 


Effects of Knavery, Cunning; and Hy- 


pocriſy, than of Wiſdom, Probity, or 
Application. And this is the firſt Diſad- 
vantage that the Virtuous labour under: 
They are in ſome meaſure” excluded 

from the 
they are obliged 


to perfiſt in a Road thar 


is fartheſt from em, and prevented by 
Numbers and Multitudes that are bot 
eager and expedite, and in a ready 
| Road to attain em. IO 9 P19 
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things of this World; as 
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The Excellence and Neceſſity 


Secondly, This Diſadvantage is en- 


hanc'd again by the Inconveniences at- 


tending it. Want often, but Diſeſteem 
and Neglect are the ſure Companions al- 
Ways of low Condition. And ſure no- 
thing can poſſibly raiſe the Pity and In- 


dignation of an ingenious Mind more, 
than Virtue and Probity in Contempt, 
or true Merit overlook'd and neglected. 


0 Vet however hateful and offenſive this 
may be, when obſerv'd or conſider'd, 


there are endleſs Inſtances of this very 


Caſe. The Probity of the Heart is 
a thing that lies remote, and flies Obſer- 
vation: It is internal and ſecret, lock d 
up in a Man's Boſom, into which no 


Eyes can pierce, but his who knoweth 


the Heart and Reins. It withſtands 


Temptations and gains Conqueſts, and 
is amiable in the fight of God, tho the 
Perſon that poſſeſſes it is poor and ab- 


ject, and unworthy of the Eſteem or No- 
tice of Men. In ſhort, this is a Jewel of 
great Price, but at preſent conceal'd and 
cConſequently of no Account. It ſeems 
reſerv'd by the great Creator, the Judge 


and Rewarder of good and bad Actions, 
to be ſhewn at that Day, when he ſhall 


give a final Determination, and make it 
appear that Integrity, that Uprightneſs of 
enen | F3 gout 
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Soul en deſpis'd. now, was! in re- 


ality the only thing worthy of our Ad- 


miration. In the mean time as the 
World is generally led by different Views, 
this may be reckon d another great Diſ- 
advantage to which good and religious 
Men are certainly expos d: That they 
are not only. in 
taining the 0 d things of Life, but in 
Conſequence of that, Neglect and Scorn 
is oft their inevitable Portion. 


A Third Diſadvantage is the Weakneſs 5 


and Impotence, which are the natural 
Iſſue of the other. So much Wealth is, 
in its influence upon Mankind, ſo much 
Power, ſo much Weight, ſo much Fa- 


vour. It gains Friendſhips, and has a pro- 


e Intèreſt Abroad, and is its own 
ecommendation. All Which he that 
tenounces a good F ortune, 
Eſtate, or a rich Poſt for Conſcience 


ſake, has forfeitedzat the ſame time his 


Power; and his Intereſt for the future will 
be very 


then another natural Sequence is, that, if 


he happens to lie under the Clouds of 


Fortune, he hath the feweſt Friends in 


the greateſt need: He is more liable to 


be inſulted; and leſs able to redreſs him- 
elf 27 he is poor he muſt be contented + 
| H . 1 


not 


fair a Situation for ob- 


or a good 


ſmall and inſignificant; And 
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if he is injur'd he muſt be patient; and 
if he is oppteſs'd he muſt take care not 
to complain. This oftentimes is the un- 
happy Condition of good and wiſe Men ; 
and yet this is far from being all, or the 
worſt of what they undergo. It oft hap- 
| pens, that for ſake of their Principle 
they are obliged to incur the Diſlike and 
Averſion of other Men, and to be Ob- 


Jects of Wrath, Malice, and Perſecution. 


If their Sentiments chance to thwart che 
common way of thinking, this is apt to 
create Suſpicion of Pride and Affecta- 
tion of Singularity, and is ill receiv'd, 
and highly diſpleaſing; if they run con- 
trary to the common Intereſt, this is 
enough to draw Malice, Hatred, and 
Vengeance after it: And if they be oppo- 
ſite to the preſent Powers, Deſtruction 
is the Reſult of courſe. Conſider, laſtly, 
how fad the Caſe of that Man is, be his 
N ever ſo great, who, tho weak 
and indigent, falls into thE Hands of a 
paſſionate wicked Man inveſted with 

Power ! Many have been brought to the 
ſtake in this Condition, when Faggots 
and Fire were the ſmalleſt Circumſtances 
of their Sufferings. For Death and all 
the agonizing Pains that wicked Malice 
can invent, are not ſo cutting, as the 

V leaving 


ef @ Nebel. x 
1 their Progeny to the Mercy and 


Management of their own Executioners. 
In ſhort, in a World that is paſſionate, 
ſelf-intereſted, and wicked, where Pre- 


gudice and Bigotry abound; where Ha- 


tred, and Malice, and Animoſity are 
common; and where Rage and Fury oft 
break out; 
and Cruelty inhabit; where there is fo 


much Envy, and Strife, and Emulation 
to exaſperate it; where there is ſo much ; 
Ignorance, ſo much Blindneſs, and at the 


ſame time ſo much Obſtinacy and Wil- 
fulneſs; ; where this is the Caſe, I ſay, 
tis eaſy to obſerve into what Diſtreſs 


and Miſery the Upright and Conſcien- 


tious may be often plung'd. All theſe 
and many more Articles than I can now 


enumerate, do naturally lead to it; and 


without God wou'd vouchſafe to inter- 
poſe with Miracles and Wonders every 


Day, are in ſome degree the infallibſe 


Cauſes of it. Now put the Caſe only, 
that this is frequently and commonly 


the Condition of Mankind ariſing hence, 


that the greateſt part of em, as they 


have it in their Power, will be tempted 


to abuſe their Liberty in the manner 
deſcrib'd; and that this is the State of 
97 who will make a Conſcience of 


where Pride, and phi ee | 
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doing, what Reaſon and Religion di- 


rect, as ſtrictly and punctually as poſ- 


; | ſible ; muſt it Bo be allow'd, that theſe 


laſt labour, under very great Hardſhips 
and Difficulties? Muſt it not be granted, 
that the beſt Men, and thoſe who have 


the beſt Title to the Divine F avour, will 
frequently be ill usd, and meet with 


Treatment worthy of Pity and Indigna- 
tion? This certainly is true, and brings 


me, in the Second place, to ſhew how diſ- 


conſolate their Caſe wou'd be, had they 
nothing elſe to rely on as to their future 


Happineſs, but the uncertain and preca- 
rious Sehe a 


Men. 35 4 hr 
Verily there is a Remi for the Rich: 


3eous, bales there is a God that 


N. the Earth, is what David ſaid, 


en wou d ſay, provided they ſaw che 


good were pte and the bad pu- 


niſhed even in this Life. But when the 
_ contrary is Fact, and there is one Event 
{hath whence -cou'd, they make this 


luſion? As to the Heathens, their 


Notions, in regard to the Divine Nature, 


were very low, and dark and imperfect, 


| and their Reaſonings upon its Proceed- 
ings muſt of courſe be very 1 


e 9 r And 


and. ng of 


di 


* : is * . : * 5 | 
a Revelation. 


this Caſe tis plain, that Virtue under 
Oppreſſion, or in Diſtreſs and Miſery, 


wou'd have no Foundation for its Hopes, 
no Certainty of a Change from the Conſi- 
deration of a future State. To palliate 


this matter, the Ancients ſuppos'd that 


103 


Virtue was ſelf-ſufficient, ſecure againſt | 


the Attacks of Fortune, and happy in 


its own Nature. This is meer Romance, 


and proves nothing; for Virtue abſtract-· 
ed from the Confideration of the Divine 
Favour, wants its true Support. It is in a 


forlorn and deſtitute Condition, and la- . 


bours under Miſeries which it does not 


deferve, which it: has no true Encou- 


ragement to ſuſtain, and no Way of 
eſcaping. And, La, the Proſpect” of 
their ending 1 is not till Death, the Confi- 
deration of which in the main muſt be 
as gloomy and er as the Miſeries 


themſelves.. 2 
Now this being the: Caſe, 


even upon this Account, and for the 


ſake of the Virtuous and 


ficulties and Hardſhi ps 


EE ©: 


+ 


the Infe, | 
: rence to be made from it is, that it is 
natural and rational to conclude, that 


ighteous, God 
vrou'd interpoſe and afford em ſufficient 
Comfort and Satisfaction under the Dif- 
which wou'd cer- 
as be their ſhare And it does not 
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104 De Excellence and Neceſſity 
aat all leſſen the Force of this Argu- 


«„ 2 ˙ q 


—— — anc anterior 


8 


ment, to ſay, that a righteous good Be- 


ing wou' d certainly adjuſt the unequal 


Diſtributions of things, and that this is 
obvious to every thinking Man; becauſe 


that in theſe Circumſtances tis plain the 


Virtuous and Upright have need of all the 


Encouragement, and all the Aſſurance of 


the Goodneſs of their Cauſe; and its 


final Iflve, that it is poſſible they cou d 
have; and becauſe in times of Diſtreſs, 
Affliction and Perſecution, ſuch} Deduc- 


tions wou'd be very unequal to the Exi- 


gences of their Caſe; ' and very unſatis- 
factory, conſidering; the Weakneſs and 

Anfirmity of human Nature under ſuch 
Trials and ſuch Severity. Tohave nothing 
to urge but Plato's Arguments for the Im- 


mortality of the Soul, Socrates's Hopes 


and Conjectures, and Ciceros Doubts a- 


bout a future State, in Poverty, and un- 


der Oppreſſion, and in the greateſt An- 
guiſh of Soul, wou'd be lamentably 
poor, And the Condition of the beſt, che 


moſt Conſcientious and 1 pright, wou'd be 
generally ſpeaking of all others the moſt 
miſerable. And not only in Caſes of the 


__ greateſt Extremity is this Inference to be 
made; but in all the Diſadvantages and 
Hardſhips, and Uneaſineſſes of leſs Mor 


men b. 
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ment, 'under-all the Vexations and Diſ- 
appdihamente in Life, and under all the 
wrongful and unfair Treatment that good 
Men meet with, it is an exceeding Satis- 
faction to them, that their Righteouſneſs 
is reſpected, and that they are afſur'd be- 
yond all Poſſibility;' of Doubt or Diſtruſt, 
that the time of their Deliverance; their f 
Reſt and Nr 1s uppronching: and N 
at hand. 8 7 eee e e en 


Vou ſee now che Difficulties and Dit. 4 
advantages that the Good and Virtuous 


lie under, in the- t Circumſtances 


of the World: How diſconſolate their 


Condition would be, had they noth 
better to rely on in regard to thei! 


9 — precarious / 


Conclu ſions and Reaſonings of Men; 
whence we may naturally make this IB 
ference, that both for the ſake of the 
Perſons themſelves)” and their Cauſe, a 
Revelation was very highly expedient, 


and what one mi he W ravicnallyacondhides * 
the Goodneſs of God would vouchſafe 


them. I come now in the Third Place, 


to ſhew. the Advantages and Excellence 
of a Revelation in various other Parti- 


her : i res a £2 17 ' 4 
colant' vis of woe bo 160 


Human Life, when rightly: view, will 


afford us - ample Proof and many In- 
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106 
ſtances, in which this Truth willappear 
moſt evidently. Is the Shortneſs and Un- 
certainty of Life, when conſider d, a 
right Foundation of much anxious and 
Ul — 1 and a juſt Damp up- 
8 n te preſent 2 of Life? It 
\ 15 aun 18 ſo. Why then to be aſſur'd, 
„ provided we + wary our ſelves a- 
grocably, We ſhall-liveafter the Diſſolu- 
tion of our mortal Part, Aud be made 
happy in che Preſetice;' and the Fruition 
of God's Saints and Servants for ever, 
muſt. geceſſarily bea very great . 
fort and Satisfaction 40 us, Is any Man 
adyancid in Years, broken with _ Age, V 
| ties: Or are thank: \nottiothers: in great 
Numbers, whoſe Conſtitutions are crazy, | 
and whoſe; Continuance in this Life is 
very precatious, and cannot vrithout q 
Miracle. laſt long? No doubt there are 
thouſands. of ſuch e e to whom-it 
muſt be a matter of the 13 moment 
obe ſatisfied, as tot Being and 
Jappincſs in another — — they 
take their Leave of this. Is any Man | 
fick, or in Peril, or under the Sentence 
of Death? And is not the very N 
thing dus Weg to chem W 
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And Non from them, Secondly,” = turn 
10 the Illiterate and Learned, we ſhall 


| find a Revelation no leſs expedicnt.1 in re- 


ſpect of them. To an ignorant Man, 
not verſed in Languages, nor able to un- 


| derſtand his own well, that has no Sk 4 
in Arts, no Logick, no artificial way of 


Reaſoning; - is it not a great Advantage 
that he hath all the great and momen- 


tuous Parts of 2 the Certainty 


. and the Happineſs of a future State, and 
the Means, of arriving at it, convey'd to 
him in the moſt plain, and ſhort, and 


ceaſy Terms? And in reſpect of the Scho- 
lar and the Diſputant, is it not happy 


for him, that inſtead of depending upon 


ſubtle Arguments, drawn from the Im- 


mortality of the Soul, and what a good 
and righteous Being will do, he has up- 


on juſt Grounds the Promiſe and Decla- 


ration of God himſelf for his Security? 
This certainly muſt be true;-becauſe he 


may be deceived in his Reaſoning, and 


there may be other intervening Cir- 


— that may alter the Caſe, which 
he does not apprehend; whereas he ig 
ſure, that if it is once certain that God 
hath declar'd it, it LAY bn e on 
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7. pray, Is any Man 'poor ? And muſt 
hs not be a great Su e bs ek Comfort, 
t poor Man, that 

notwithſtanding his Circumſtances are 


low, and his Condition very much to be 


lamented, yet that this is not to continue 
long; that in cafe he behaves with Inte- 


| grity and Patience, he will find a Remove 
to his own Satisfaction and Content; that 
there is ſtill Happineſs in ſtore for him, 
and that too greater than he can either 
wiſh or deſire? And again, muſt it not 


be a matter of the utmoſt Delight to the 


rich Man, that he can aſſure himſelf that 


the Affluence, the Pleaſure, and Eaſe, and 


2 ee which he now enjoys, is not 


confin'd to the narrew Compaſs of this 


Life, but that he may by conducting him- 


ſelf aright extend that Happineſs, or 
which is much more glorious, exchange 
it for one that is greater by Tar, and that 
thall never have an End 
" Fourthly and Laftly, Is any Man vir- 
ewoully diſpos d? And is it not a great 


Satisfaction to the virtuous, and pious, 


and devour Liver, to have all the Grounds 
of his Virtue; and Piety, and Devotion 


aſcertain'd, the proper Method of pro- 
ceeding explain'd, and every thing there- 


unto a adjuſted and regulated? 
And 


of a Revelation. 


And not only fo, but that the End of 
all this is ſuch: as himſelf could - wiſh? 
Is any Man in doubt and trouble for the 
Sins of his Life paſt; and defirous of be- 
ing reconciled to Heaven? Why, certain- 
ly it muſt be no ſmall Privilege to him, 
that he can turn his Book and fee the 
Terms of Reconcilement, the Nature of 
Repentance, and the Condition of endleſs 
Happineſs at once before his Eyes? Is 
any Man deſirous to improve and grow in 
Goodneſs? And is it not a great Advan- 
tage to him, that the Way of doing it 
is before him? That he muſt endeavour 
to become like God, in Truth, in Wiſ- 


dom, in Righteouſneſs, and Love, and 


Benevolence to Mankind, that by ſtudy- 
Ing thus to expreſs him, he will become 
more excellent, and arrive at ſtill greater 


Degrees of Perfection daily? And, Laſtly, 


is any Man deſirous of a certain Rule of 
Life which he may depend upon, and 


in which he cannot be deceivd? And 
can any thing pretend to ſo good a Claim 


to this, as the undoubted Word of the 
all-wiſe and infallible God of Heaven? 


Now, I ſay, conſidering the Nature, 


the Wants, the Imperfections, and Infir- 
mities of human Life; a Revelation, 

aſſuredly coming from God, muſt have 
VVV Cn ons all 
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all thoſe Advantages I have named, and 
many more that I paſs by: It may appear 
to be calculated for the Occaſions of all 
Sorts of Men, and to be deſign'd for a 
ſovereign Remedy againſt all Sorts of 
Evils. It is an Encouragement to Vir- 
tue, an Eſtabliſſiment to Integrity, a Re- 
lief to Sickneſs, a Comfort to old Age; 
Eyes to the Blind; and Light to thoſe 
that are in Darkneſs; it is'a Guide to the 
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: Learned, and to the Illiterate and Igno- 
| | rant it ſupplies the Place of Learning, or 
ö ſuperſedes the Neceſſity of it; it is a Sup- 
i port to the Poor; the Miſerable, the In- 


— — 


r'd and Oppreſſed; even the Hungry; 

120 he Een ee not where to end 
Bread can rejoice in it; and it is the Se- 
curity and Glory of the Rich and Af- 
fluent! There is no Condition either ſo 
buappy or unfortunate, ſo depreſſed or ex- 
alted, but it will afford Eaſe; and De- 
light, and Triumph to it: It advances 
the Happineſs; exalts the Dignity, and 
refines human Nature; and prepares and 

fits it for the Happineſs and Perfection, 

the Glory and Immortality it is intended 

for. And it does not only anſwer theſe 
Ends, but it does it upon ſuch certain 
Grounds; with ſuch undeniable Autho- 

rity, and by ſuch irreſiſtible Engagements 

. 7] | is as 


N a: Revelation” 
\- ns eme leſs chan God himſelf can 


whe And now, Lag, the Reſult of all this, 
is that as the ſeveral Characters mention'd, 
are to be met with in the Revelation of 
God's Will made-by Jeſus Chrift, they 
are ſo many undoubted Marks of its Ex- 
cellence, its Uſefulneſs, and its Divinity. 
Nor can it poſſibly be aſcribed to any 
other Cauſe but him who knoweth the 
Nature and Exigencies of Mankind, and 
hath Goodneſs to will, and Wiſdom to 
contrive, and Power to do what is beſt 
and fitteſt for them. Let us therefore 
bleſs God for this ineſtimable Privilege, 
apply it, and uſe it to the Satisfaction 
and Benefit of our preſent Lives, and to 
the Promotion of our future Happineſs, 
and to the Praiſe, and e and Glory : 
of . * of it. 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 


* 1 E Expediondy!: Uſefolnefs, ind 


Excellence of a Revelation was our 
1ſt subject: If we turn to the Accounts 


we have of the divine Conduct in this 


Affair, this will adminiſter an additional 
Satisfaction. Before we enter upon this, 
it muſt! be remember d, that Man is a 
free Agent, and the Government of him 
muſt be fuch as ſhall by no means in- 
ter fere with that Privilege; becauſe by 
ſſ doing, the Virtue and Excellence of 
his Actions, or his obeying God's Will 
would be utterly deſtroy'd. Here there- 
fore two things naturally occur: The 
Firſt is, that Free- choice muſt be pre- 
ſerv'd; the Second, that notwithſtanding 
this, God will by no means ſuffer Vice 
and Wiekedneſs to reign without Re- 
ſtraint and Puniſhment. What I urge 
this for, is this, that if the Account we 
find of che divine Conduct in this Affair, 
be agreeable to the Nature and Circum- 
tances of . Kind, this muſt be an 
5 Argu- 


F a Revelation. © 


Argument to us, that ſo far we are not 


miſtaken in our Apprehenſions about ir. 


And in order to make this appear to you, 
I will purſue the following Method. 

_ Firft, I will ſhew what hath been the 
divine Conduct all along in this Caſe. 


Secondly, The ſevetal Reaſons of it, fo 


far as they lie within our Reach; and, 
Thirdly, from thence draw this Conclu- 


3 fion, That as we have good Aſſurance of 
the Revelation of Chriſt being genuine, 


from the univerſal Good. propos d by it, 
in anſwering all the Exigencies of human 


Life in all reſpects, ſo we may infer the 


ſame thing again, even from the very 


manner in which it hath been conveyd 


„„ 


I am to give you, Fiſt, a Sketch of the 


divine Conduct in this Affair. Man is a 


Compound of Soul and Body; his rati- 
onal and intellectual Faculty, when ma- 
naged aright, is excellent and may arrive 
at great Perfection, but his Inſtincts and 


his Paſſions are ſtrong, and the Objects 


of Senſe are apr naturally to have the 
gteateſt "Effect upon him, as they are 
more obvious and more familiar, and as 


they obtrude theinſelves upon him inevi- 
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= Reaſon, Argument, and what we now 
call philoſophical Concluſion, / muſt be 


very low, and plain, and fimple, Any 


one of a Man's own Knowledge, edu- 


Cay 


the: 


and Wa ac 0 is not the Me 
reaſonable Creatures Gould be treated. 
For this Reaſon, after God 
1 1 a, Food, nd 4 Ide, 


ceated ill, and accordingly rude, and bar- 


baroys, and ignorant, may ſuffioientl & 
vince: this Truth: And that this mu be 


5 15 r of 7 Mhepkind. bore © the 


impr 


5 1904 id in 2 wry . as very 
'The zelieving th that the World was framed 


by the one ſupreme God, and is govern d 
him, ang the loving and worſhipping 
bim, and honouring out Parents, and 
loving our Neighbouts as our ſelves, and 
Fach ,merciful even to brute Beaſts, Was 
d 1 as may be gather df 

the Book 0. And it was on pur- 
pole, 5 up. this, chat God made 
choice of the Feuiſb Nation, and diſtin- 
guiſh'd my or his own. People. The 


N from > and. to ' farce. them into it * 


dint of Power, by Co 


had If troy d 


Sea, 5 4 175 
9 0 remarkable as this, and then fol 
A could not but make a very deep Impreſ- 
| hon of his Power upon Mens od an 
et when, after this, they fevolted ana 
Nord e Idols, be raiſed up Mo ofes a- 
mong the Fews, then in Captivity, to 
deliver them with Wonders and Miracles, 
at that time the moſt convincing Argu- 
ment of his Power, both to them and to 
all the World beſides. He gave them 
great and fignal Victories oyer the Nati- 
dns that had revolted from him; he in- 
ſtituted a Religion with the ſame View, 
adapted to their Taſte; and ſubmitted in 
fore meaſure to their Weakneſs, but 
withal, what was in its Authority ws 
and right, and What, beſides the Rites and 1 
Ceremonies, of it, contain'd the great | 
| Rules of the Law of Nature; and even 
thoſe Rites and Ceremonies had their 3 
nificance and Relation to things 
and thoſe too of the utmoſt 2 Bt al 


moment to the Salvation of Mankind. 
: He ſent Prophets and Teachers to fore- 
warn them of his Judgments, if they re- 
volted from the true Religion; and to 
foretell che Time; and Circumſtances, and 
Manner of the Appearance of their De- 
liverer the promiſed Meſſiah: In the 
mean time Lenins and Arts flouriſh'd 
2 in 
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in Egypt, Athens was enlarging, and 


Rome had already ſhot up her Head. 
And now when Arts and Sciences were 


at their height, and Men were grown as 


politick, and Literature as much refin'd: 


Now was the Time when God ſent his 


Son, empower d him to work Miracles 
for the Confirmation of his Authority, | 
to teach and explain his Will to the 
World, and eſtabliſh the true Religion 
for 2 - 

It muſt be obſerv d, that all this while 


Men were to be treated as moral Agents, 


and thoſe whoſe Religion ſhould be of 
their own Choice and Election, and ariſe 


from the Conviction of their own Reaſon 
and Judgment; that forcing or compelling 


them into the true Religion was contrary 


to the very Nature of the thing it ſelf. 
And if this is conſider'd, as it muſt be, 
it will appear plain that the divine Con- 


duct, in this Caſe, hath been all along 
perfectly adapted, and exactly agreeable 
to the Circumſtances and Condition of 


Mankind. The true Religion was neceſ- 


ſary, and to bring them to this, all Means 
and Ways conſiſtent with che Freedom 


of moral Agents were us d. That they 


revolted from it was their own. Weak- 
neſs and their own Perverſeneſs too: : that 
Ty Lan fi. 


3 
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F à Revelatun. 
they might return and adhere to it, no- 
thing that could be done without direct 
Conſtraint was neglected or omitted. 
This is a true Account of the divine 


Conduct, and brings me, in theSecond Place, 
do ſhew what Reaſons are to be aſſign' d 


for this Conduct. And this we ſhall be 
eaſily able to make out from theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars. 1. That the time 
when this Revelation was made, was 
when the World ſtood plainly in the ut- 


moſt need of it. 2. When it was the 
moſt prepar'd and fitted to receive it. 


3. When the Way was made ready to pro- 
pagate and ſpread it: And, 4. When other 
Ends and Purpoſes, intended by it, were 
regularly and properly to be executed. 

Frirſt, I am to ſhew that the time when 


this Revelation was made, was when the 


World ſtood plainly in the utmoſt need 
of it. Beſides what God had done on 


purpoſe to bring Men into the true Re- 


ligion, Men had now had the Advantage 
of Learning, and Arts, and Sciences, and 
Philoſophy. If it had been poſſible that 
the Help of theſe ſhould lead them a- 


right, it had been done. There had been 
many Maſters of Science, and Men of 
the greateſt Reputation for their Wiſdom 


and Knowledge. They boaſted, and at- 


17ͤù m_ 
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and were worthy 
claim d. Plato and Ari Motle among the 


be n and Neceſſity 


tained to great Perfection i in many Caſes, 
the Renown they 


Greeks, and Cicero among the Romans, 


are undeniable Proofs of this matter. And 
Jam apt to think, that this ſort of 
| Knowledge was carry'd as far by theſe 


Men, as dug Fs 10 of Len 
1 25 > 


FS 44 


uten Trial. Fo been made of = 


And therefore that i it was ex-. 


matter. 
ly made at this time, is, befides the 


ct 


Kota Characters before · mention d, un» 


loubted Argument of Foreſight . and 


95 Aaken, and of 1 Its own ene, 


Bu 


Another Reaſon i is, that Man- 


; FFT 
h, at that time, run into the 


kind ha 


3 5 Idolarry, and Superſtition, and 


ruption, and Confuſion. imaginable. 
That there is one lüp God, ſelf-ex- 
ea, eternal, N 2 in finite, is the very 


primę 


they do ultimately depend: But alas! are 
not Homer, and Virgil, and Ovid, and all 
the Heathen Poets and Writers in general, 
a a fad Proof of the Extravagance, Abſur- 
_ dities, and Obſcenities, into which this 


noble Principle, ſo plain and obvious in 


it ſelf, and ſo eaſy to be underſtood, was 
ſunk and degraded? We may appeal to 
their own Authors the 22 Wits a- 
mong them. Even theſe, excellent as 
they are in other Reſpects, are ſtand- 
ing Monuments of the ſhameful and 
ſcandalous Corruption of this plain, and 
great, and important Truth. And if it 
be true that where Religion is deprav d, 
the Manners and Lives of People are ac- 
cordingly deprav'd, and the People de- 
bas d and loſt; muſt it not appear that it 
was high time that an End ſhould be 
put to this, in order to recover and re- 
deem Mankind from the utmoſt Miſery, 
and the utmoſt Depravity and Corrupti- 
on? And certainly no Man of common 
Senſe needs informing, how much true 
Religion raiſes and enobles, and how 
much the Abſence and Want of it de- 
baſes, and even ruines human Nature. 
From theſe plain and eaſy Arguments it 
. 1 4 appears 


f 
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appears then, that at that time, when 
1 the Chriſtian Revelation was made, the 


| World ſtood in the utmoſt need of a Re- 
, velation.. This will be farther confirm d 
buy what 1 ſhall offer under the Second 
\i 5 Head, viz. That Mankind was at that 
time the moſt prepar'd for its Reception. 
It is another Inſtance of Foreſight and 
Wiſdom, if the World was in ſuch Con- 
dition, at that time more particularly 
than it ever had been before, to conſider 
what was laid before it. If rational things 


were agreeable, or not above the Taſte 
of the Age, and might be propos d with 
2 Probability of Succeſs, Paſſions and Pre- 
% UU. A 
In the Infancy of the World, things 
of this Nature were not ſo ſuitable, and 
Men were to be us'd accordingly. What 
was Argumentative, Mental and Rational, 
was tog refin d for common and . groſs 
Underſtandings: And God had call'd up- 
on Men by ſuch Means, by ſuch outward 
Signs, and ſuch viſible and ſenſual Ap- 
peals as were adapted to the lowneſs of 
their Apprehenſions and manner of 
Thinking. But now the World was at 
another paſs; the Study of Philoſophy, 
tie Cultivation of Arts, the Love of 
Poetry and Oratory, and the — 
| C of 
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of the Languages had ſharpen'd the | 
Wits, improv'd the Underſtandings, and 
quicken'd the Apprehenſions of Men. 
Now was the time when the World moſt 
abounded with Men of the greateſt Ca- 
pacities and Improvements, and of the 
greateſt Learning and Sagacity. And ac- 
cCordingly now was the time if ever, 
when the true Religion ſhou'd be reſtor'd 
and eſtabliſhed, ' And we find that the 
moſt eminent of the Pagan Philoſophers 
became Converts to Chriſtianity, - and 
were ſo well fatisfy'd of the Truth of ir, 
as to become illuſtrious Examples of its 
Doctrine, and ſuffer Martyrdom in its 
Cauſe. And this certainly was a grand 
Point, and what muſt have a great 
Weight, and be a vaſt Furtherance to its 
Reception and Propagation. It cou d ne- 
ver be offer d at a time when Men were 
better qualified to examine it, and ſatisfy 
themſelves about it; nor at a time when 
there were more Men of that ſort, fa- 
mous for their Underſtanding, and there- 
by enabled to lead others by their Exam- 
ple to the Knowledge of it; nor when 
they had embrac'd it, to defend it and 
become Advocates in its Cauſe with 
greater Strength of Argument; and it is 
| an. undeniable Argument of Wiſdom, 
TEN | 2 and 
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and ſhews that God himſelf muſt be 
concern'd in it, that this very time was 
made choice on for the full Revelation 


The Excellence and Neceſſity 


and Eſtabliſhment | of the true Reli- 


This will Aill appear more evidently, 


| when we conſider, _ 


\ Thirdly, That the man Empire at 


this time 4 * almoſt maſter'd the whole 


World, and that a way was thereby made 
for the Propagation of it thro' all the 
Parts of the Empire. The Succeſs of 
their Arms was not owing to their own 
Courage as has been repreſented; but 
the Hand of Providence was manifeſt 


in it, and a Deſign much ſuperior to 


that of making — the Victors of the 


World is apparent and conſpicuous. 


Something more excellent, more momen- 


tous to the Welfare of Mankind was 


intended by it: And tho theſe were 
the chief Inſtruments in procuring this 
eaſy way, they were the leaſt and moſt 
inſignificant in what was chiefly propos'd. 
Thus the Scipio's and Cęſars may be 
ſaid to have fought for the Propagation 
of the Chriſtian Religion ; and every 
Hand that was eminent in the Service 
of the Roman Empire was indirectly 2 
Nu * — of 6 the 
way 
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way. of the true Religion. In ſhort, the 
World at this time was run into the 
utmoſt Idolatry and Corruption; this 


cou'd. not be amended by all the Learn- 


ing and all the Means that Philoſophers 
cou'd uſe; Mankind was prepar'd at 


this time to underſtand and receive the 
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true Religion in the moſt extraordinary 


manner: And, Laſtly, ſuch was the State 
of the World at A time, the Roman 
Empire univerſally prevailing, that a 


ready way was made for the Propaga- 


tion of it. All which are ſo: many pre- 


ſumptive Arguments of the Wiſdom of 


God, in ſending his Son to reveal his 

| Will at this time, and of the Truth 

fo ur of the Chriſtian Reve- 
tion. 


time when the Mefiah was to be ſent 
and not before. For before this the 
World could ſcarce be ſaid to have had 


ſufficient trial of what in relation to 
the true Religion they could or would 


 Peurthly. and; Laftly, This was the 


do; neither could the Prophefies re- 


| lating to. Jeſus Chriſt be ſo me 
compleated. And ſo one great Arp 


ment of his being ſent from God had | 


been wanting; the Regularicy of the 
Z pany hag been * and = 
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Diſpenſation of the Redemption of Man- 
kind left imperfect. Bur chiefly if the 
_ offended: Juſtice of God was to be ſatis- 


ſied, and an Atonement made for the 


Sins of the World; if means of Juſti- 
fication and Reconcilement were to be 
offer d to repenting Sinners; tis plain, 
the Wickedneſs and Sinfulneſs of Men 

was now manifeſt, and their need of 
ſuch Methods of Grace and Aſſiſtance 
to Obedience and Amendment undenia- 
ble. And it is plain, that this Diſpenſa- 
tion was neither order'd ſooner than 
was neceſſary, nor later than was pro- 
per. But after Men had ſufficient trial, 
and yet wou'd have gone on in the ſame 
Road perverting the Laws of God and 
the true Religion; then was the time 
when they muſt be recall'd, and when 
all the ways and means of bringing em 
to the Knowledge and Practice of the 
Will of God, the worſhipping and 
loving of him above all things were to 
be put in Execution; when all poſſible 
Encouragements were to be adminiſtred, 
and when all the Threats to the contrary 
were to be denounc'd; and when every 
thing tending to reform 'em, was to be 
done that cou'd be done, as we find it 
is done in . the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
m_ _ . Thus 


+ = of '@ Revelations), 


or, which is the ſame thing, true Religion, 
2 „ : PE RS | 
is in it ſelf of the greateſt moment to 


Mankind, as it is that only which can 


effectually work upon em, and make em 
truly wiſe and happy both now and 
ever, and without which they muſt of 
courſe have been extremely miſerable in 
the whole; ſo to bring about this great 


Fulneſs of time, as the Scriptures ex- 
preſs it, at a time which, all Circum- 
ſtances conſider'd, was the moſt fit and 
proper: To explain the true Religion 
fully, to enforce and eſtabliſh it; to pre- 

pare free Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, 
by procuring Pardon for their Sins; to 
make the Practice of their Duty eaſy and 


* 


— 


comfortable, notwithſtanding their In- 


firmities; to bind em to it by expreſs 
Rewards and Puniſhments; to enable 


good Men to withſtand the Temptations 


of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; 


to aſcertain a future State of Happineſs 
upon Condition: of . Repentance, and 


their ſincere Endeavours to obey. the di- 


vine Will; to inſpire em with . Hopes 


and with ſufficient Reſolution , to aſpire” 


after it; and in caſe they wou'd, be pre- 


vail'd upon to do fo, to furniſh em with 


ſufficient Aid and Aſſiſtance by the Co- 


operation 
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LS Thus as the Knowledge of God's Will, 
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| tion of che Holy Spirit, and by the 
_*- © Wricten Word of God to attain their End. 
It And if the Happineſs of Men in a fu- 
ture State c as it muſt, upon 
their being holy as God is holy, and 
conformable to the divine Will; if this 
z the way to attain to the greateſt Virtue 
and Perfection; if this is confulting their 
reateſt Good, and the moſt agrecable 
ethod both with felation to God's 
Honour, and the ' Dig gnity and Excel- 
lence, and the We Nature of 1 
man Beings; (as it undoubtedly is,) it 
muſt be allow d that the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation is a thing not only moſt deſira- 
ble, moſt ſatis factory, moſt correſpon- 
dent to the Goodnefs of God, and moſt 
üſeful and neceſſary to the Exigencies 
; and Condition of Mankind but like- 
wiſe upon all Accounts and in every 
view, true and wiſe, and certain, and 
„ bndeniable as the Exiſtence of the | 
1 Dei 0 
= I is is this End which I Wicked 
to bring theſe ſeveral Diſcourſes, and 
this is enough to ſhew the Weakneſs, 
and Vanity, and Forwardnefs of thoſe 
Men, who are Enemies to Religion in 
general, and under a fooliſh Pretence of 
ſetting * for natural Religion, * 
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the Neceſſity of the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion. If they can find out any other Me- 
thod that is ſo adapted to the Exigen- 
cies of human Nature, and fo agreeable. 
to our preſent Condition; if there is any 
Method that tends ſo much to promote 
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Riches of the Goodneſs of God afforded ] 
us by Chriſt Jeſus; That we can by LT 
virtue of 'em withſtand the Temprati- | | 


ons of the World and the Devil, and in 
the midſt of all the Infirmities of this 
periſhing Life, aſſure our ſelves of a 
State of everlaſting Happineſs in the 
World to come. a 
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